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A SERMON 

Preached  in  the  Cathedral  CnuRcu  of  St.  Peter’s,  Maritzdurg, 
On  Sunday  Morning,  November  11,  1866, 

BY  THE 

RIGHT  REVEREND  THE  LORD  BISHOP  OF  NATAL. 


1 PET.ii.17.  Honour  all  men:  love  the  brotherhood : fear  God: 
honour  the  Icing. 

We  have  here  a compendious  summary  of  what  the  apostle 
Peter,  who  had  followed  the  Christ  from  the  first  to  the 
last,  and  listened  to  the  gracious  words  which  were  ever 
proceeding  out  of  his  mouth,  regarded  as  among  the  most 
important  duties  of  all  Christian  people.  In  these  words  he 
describes,  as  it  were,  the  front,  which  they  should  at  all 
times  present  to  the  world. 

(i)  And  first  he  begins  with  a direction,  which  we  should 
hardly  have  expected  from  a Jew,  which  surely  no  Jew  of 
those  days  could  have  uttered,  who  had  not  enjoyed  the 
Divine  Teaching  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 

“ Honour  all  men  ! ” What?  the  “ uncircumcised  ” ? — 
the  “sinners  of  the  Gentiles”? — those,  with  whom  it  was 
an  abomination  for  the  holy  seed  to  mingle,  or  even  to  eat 
with  them  ? — honour  them,  not  merely  pity  them,  help  them, 
— perhaps  from  our  serene  height,  afford  some  teaching, 
some  consolation, — but  honour  them?  We  are  apt  to  think 
that,  though  honour  should  indeed  be  given  to  whom  it  is 
due,  yet  there  are  some  at  least,  who  ought  to  be  utterly 
shut  out  from  the  society  of  their  fellows,  from  whom  we 
must  altogether  keep  aloof,  if  we  care  for  our  own  character ; 
and  some,  we  know,  conceive  that  even  a difference  of 
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opinion  on  religious  subjects  is  sufficient  to  make  any  one 
“ excommunicate,”  cut  off  from  God  and  Man,  unclean, 
accursed,  given  over  to  Satan  ! 

Yet  St.  Peter,  taught  by  that  Divine  Spirit  which  breathed 
through  the  discourses  of  his  Master,  says,  “ Honour  all 
men  ! ” — deem  them  worthy  of  respect,  of  consideration ; 
believe,  even  against  all  appearances  to  the  contrary,  that 
there  is  in  them  a possibility  at  least  of  goodness,  which  • 
ought  to  make  them  sacred  in  our  eyes.  This  belief  it  is, 
which,  where  it  is  really  felt,  produces  the  true  Christian 
courtesy,  of  which  the  finest  polish  of  artificial  life  is  but  a 
poor  imitation, — a courtesy  which  is  as  far  removed  from 
mere  crouching  to  the  great  and  powerful,  as  from  a readi- 
ness to  trample  upon  the  helpless  and  weak, — full  of  generous 
feeling,  of  self-respect  at  once  and  self-forgetfulness,  because 
the  self-i’espect  is  based  on  that  which  we  have  in  common 
with  the  very  lowest  and  meanest  of  our  kind. 

Doubtless,  it  is  hard  to  honour  all  men — even  as  it  is  hard, 
perhaps,  always  to  respect  ourselves.  We  see  often  the 
worst  of  our  fellowmen.  We  seem  to  see  all  round  them,  and 
to  be  unable  to  discover  anything  in  the  conduct — in  the 
words  and  actions — of  some,  which  is  not  referable  to  the 
basest  selfishness,  to  the  most  paltry  selfconceit.  But  ‘ what 
do  ye  more  than  others?'  What  is  a Christian  for,  but  to 
do  those  very  things,  which  seem  so  hard  and  impossible  to 
others?  And  truly  the  followers  of  Christ  in  every  age, 
those  who  have  drunk  most  fully  into  the  spirit  of  their 
Lord,  have  ever  laboured  and  suffered  in  his  track,  who 
came  “to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost.”  These 
poor  lost  ones,  lost  in  degrading  vices, — these  men  and 
women,  steeped  in  want  and  misery,  in  ignorance,  in 
heathenism, — these  bitter  angry  religionists,  these  selfish 
worldlings, — are  yet  of  the  same  flesh  and  blood  with  us ; 
they  inherit  the  same  human  nature,  which  has  been  glorified 
in  the  Son  of  Man  ; they  too  are  made  capable  of  Christian 
virtues,  of  love,  of  purity,  of  selfcontrol  and  selfsacrifice. 

Yes ! let  us  find  our  own  true  place,  that  V alley  of 
Humiliation,  of  which  the  Pilgrim  speaks  as  so  delightful, 
and  then  we  shall  find  rest  for  ourselves,  reposing  not  upon 
any  fancied  virtue  or  merit  of  our  own,  with  all  of  which  we 
shall  become  more  and  more  dissatisfied,  as  we  grow  really  in 
virtue  and  in  the  love  of  God, — not  upon  any  poor  fragment 
of  power  or  glory,  intellectual  or  moral,  by  which  we  may 
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be  distinguished  from  others, — but  upon  the  charter  of  our 
Humanity,  upon  the  power  we  possess,  in  common  with  ull 
our  fellowmen,  to  see  that  God  is  Good,  or,  in  other  words, 
to  see  that  Goodness,  that  Righteousness,  that  Love,  is  Divine 
— upon  that  which  makes  us  men  and  not  brutes,  and  which 
permits  us  therefore  to  rest  in  our  relationship,  as  children,  to 
Him,  who  is  “ over  all,  God  Blessed  for  ever.”  Then,  wherever 
we  see  the  form  of  man,  we  may  infer  the  same  relationship 
to  God.  However  degraded,  however  far  down  as  yet  in 
the  scale  of  being,  that  scale  is  like  the  Patriarch’s  ladder  in 
the  vision ; it  reaches  from  the  earth  to  heaven.  And, 
though  Humanity,  as  a whole,  is  still,  but,  as  it  were,  an 
infant  lying  asleep  at  its  foot,  dreaming  about  God  in  the 
midst  of  ignorance,  sunk  in  a slumber,  which  the  light  of 
Truth,  of  Science,  (which  is  merely  the  knowledge  of  Truth,) 
rising  above  the  horizon  as  the  world  rolls  on,  will  dissipate 
in  time,  the  Eternal  God  and  Father  is  truly  there  above, 
and  not  a phantom,  which  the  morning  will  dispel:  Ilis 
“ angels,” — the  powers  of  nature  subject  to  Him,  spiritual 
influences  proceeding  from  Him, — are  every  hour  descending 
upon  His  child.  Heaven  “ is  open,”  as  Jesus  said,  and  the 
ministering  spirits  of  God  “descend  upon  the  Son  of  Man,” 
upon  the  whole  race  represented  in  him, — ascend,  too,  from 
them  continually  to  the  Heavenly  Throne.  In  other  words, 
there  is  a communion  taking  place  between  God  and  every 
one  of  His  children  upon  earth,  whom  He  has  made  capable 
of  knowing  Him  in  any  measure,  and  therefore  responsible 
for  the  use  of  so  precious  a gift. 

There  is  such  communion  taking  place  in  this  life,  between 
the  Father  and  all  His  conscious,  intelligent,  children.  We 
know  nothing  in  detail  of  the  world  beyond  the  grave — of 
what  may  be  the  future  destiny  of  any.  We  only  cling  to 
the  hand  of  our  Father,  like  children  walking  in  the  dark. 
But  that  faith  is  sufficient  and  full  of  comfort,  wherever  it 
has  grown  by  love  and  obedience,  and  settled  down  into  an 
abiding  principle,  so  that  we  can  say  with  the  apostle  of  old — 

" I know  in  whom  I have  believed,  and  that  He  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I 
have  committed  unto  Him  until  that  day.” 

But  this  same  faith  will  make  us  look  on  every  human 
creature  as  heir  to  an  inheritance  whicli  cannot  be  weighed 
or  measured.  If  any  child  on  earth  were  born  to  a great 
estate,  but  were  kept  out  of  it  for  a time  by  circumstances, 
should  we  not  think  that  child  entitled  to  consideration  and 
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to  care,  that  he  might  be  fitted,  when  the  time  arrived,  to 
wield  the  powers  which  fortune  had  in  store  for  him  ? And 
what  is  in  store  for  every  child  of  man  beyond  the  grave? 
We  cannot  tell.  But  we  know  that  all  who  are  children 
are  heirs,  “ heirs  of  God , and  joint-heirs  with  Christ”;  and 
we  trust  that  God’s  Love  and  Power  and  Wisdom  may 
devise  means,  beyond  our  present  powers  to  comprehend,  by 
which  His  untrained  children  may  be  educated,  Iiis  banished 
ones  restored. 

But  how  shall  we  honour  all?  How  do  we  honour  those 
who  are  manifestly  worthy,  in  their  own  persons,  by  their 
own  characters,  of  respect  and  reverence,  those  whom  we 
think  most  highly  of,  those  whom  the  world  thinks  highly 
of?  Not  so  much  by  acts  of  service  or  of  praise,  of  which 
the  former  might  be  needless,  and  the  latter  even  imper- 
tinent, as  by  respecting  ourselves  in  their  presence,  by  doing 
nothing,  by  expecting  nothing  of  them,  unworthy  of  their 
position  or  character.  Let  us  do  the  same  in  the  case  of  all 
our  fellowmen,  remembering  their  high  calling,  as  children 
of  God,  “ sons  and  daughters  of  the  Lord  Almighty,”  doing 
nothing  before  them,  expecting  nothing  of  them,  unworthy 
of  that  high  parentage,  dishonouring  to  their  Father’s  Name, 
their  Father  and  our  Father,  their  God  and  our  God — seek- 
ing thus  to  make  them,  even  the  most  depraved,  more  con- 
scious of  it.  Many  a man  will  (happily)  feel  restrained  by 
the  presence  of  a child,  of  a yoflug  person,  from  doing  or 
saying  what  is  unseemly.  The  same  true  feeling — the  same 
true  instinct — of  our  humanity  should  surely  make  us  jealous 
of  our  words  and  actions  in  the  presence  of  the  ignorant  and 
untaught,  in  the  presence  even  of  the  native  races  that  sur- 
round us  here.  We  think  of  the  child  as  more  than  his 
present  self,  as  the  future  man,  because  we  know  that  after 
childhood  comes  youth  and  mature  age.  Shall  we,  who 
have  an  immortal  hope,  whose  thoughts  are  not  limited  by 
the  threescore  years  and  ten  that  make  up  the  average  term 
of  our  existence  upon  earth,  not  learn  to  look  on  every  man 
as  a very  child,  an  infant,  a mere  beginner  in  being,  to  whom 
there  is  opened  a never-ending  vista  of  life?  “ As  in  Adam 
all  die,” — as  the  bo<]y  after  its  short  span  of  mortal  life,  falls 
into  dust  and  indistinction, — “even  so  in  Christ,”  by  virtue 
of  that  spirit  of  life  which  we  partake  of,  as  one  with  Christ, 
as  brethren  of  Christ — “ shall  all  be  made  alive.”  The  body 
shall  return  to  the  dust,  but  the  spirit  to  God,  the  Father 
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of  spirits,  the  Fount  of  Being — and  all,  whether  dead  or 
living,  “ live  unto  Him.” 

Such  is  the  teaching  of  the  New  Testament,  and  it  is 
agreeable  both  to  nature  and  to  reason.  The  present  low 
estate,  then,  of  any  child  of  man  is  no  ground  for  despising 
him.  We  know  not  yet  what  any  of  us  shall  be  : we  know 
not  for  what  place  in  His  celestial  building  the  Great 
Architect  may  design  the  broken  or  the  yet  unquarried  stone. 

(ii)  But  the  text  says — “ Love  the  brotherhood.”  There 
is,  then,  a special  enclosure,  as  it  were,  within  which  special 
regards  are  due.  The  Apostle  calls  it  here  “ the  brother- 
hood.” We  need  not  be  too  exact  in  defining  it,  lest  some 
kindly  feeling  should  be  wasted  on  some  one  unworthy  to  be 
included  in  our  special  love,  as  Christians.  By  “ the  brother- 
hood” we  must  suppose  the  Apostle  meant  all  who  acknow- 
ledged Jesus  to  be  Lord  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father,  all 
who  were  disciples  of  Jesus,  who  followed  him,  not  now  in 
person,  but  in  duty  and  affection,  — who  adhered  to  his 
teaching,  and  laid  up  in  their  hearts  those  words  and  deeds 
of  his,  which  his  apostles  and  others  repoi’ted, — who  said 
‘ Amen  ! ’ to  that  confession,  “Thou  art  the  Son  of  God! 

Thou  art  the  King  of  Israel ! ” 

It  was  easy  in  those  days  to  define  “ the  brotherhood,” 
the  Church  of  Jesus.  But  how  long  did  that  privileged 
community  remain  one  in  heart  and  mind? 

“ Brother  goeth  to  law  with  brother,”  says  St.  Paul,  “ and  that  before  the  . 
unbelievers.”  “ If  ye  bite  and  devour  one  another,  take  heed  that  ye  be  not 
consumed  one  of  another.” 

But  the  epistles,  in  fact,  are  full  of  such  exhortations, 
which  show  how  soon  the  new  commandment,  which  Jesus 
had  given  to  his  disciples,  that  they  should  love  one  another, 
began  to  be  forgotten,  and  to  need  the  constant  efforts  of 
the  teacher  to  keep  it  in  the  minds  of  all.  Still  there  was 
little  or  no  difficulty  then  in  defining  to  whom  this  special 
love  was  due.  To  us  who  live  in  Christendom,  that  is,  in  a 
world  which  calls  itself  Christian,  it  is  not  so  easy  to  deter- 
mine this.  On  the  one  hand  we  have  to  beware  lest  we  lose 
all  sense  of  brotherhood,  of  co-discipleship  of  Jesus,  of  one- 
ness of  spirit  with  Christ,  in  the  multitude  of  those  who 
profess  his  name,  but  to  whom  that  profession  costs  nothing, 
with  whom  too  frequently  it  seems  to  mean  but  little.  And 
thus  it  is  sometimes  difficult,  unless  we  undertake  the  office 
from  which  our  Lord  has  distinctly  warned  us,  the  office  of 
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Judge,  to  decide  with  whom  we  have  a spiritual  tie  of 
brotherhood,  beyond  that  which  binds  us  to  every  child  of 
man.  But  on  the  other  hand  we  must  beware  of  narrowing 
our  Christian  love  within  the  circle,  smaller  or  larger,  of 
those  who  think  as  we  do,  and  excluding  from  it  those,  who 
perhaps  are  more  like  Christ,  more  like  God,  than  we, 
because  of  what  seem  to  us  the  defects  in  their  Creed.  This 
is  truly  schism  : this  is  rending  the  mystical  body  of  Christ, 
the  company  of  “ all  faithful  people,”  of  all  whose  faith, 
whatever  it  may  be,  whether  orthodox  or  not,  as  men  may 
deem  it>  is  orthodox  in  the  best  sense,  in  the  sight  of  God, 
since  it  “ vvorketh  by  love.”  Professions  of  faith  are  often 
loudest,  when  faith  itself  is  dying,  if  not  dead.  And,  if 
they  resound  where  charity  is  not,  they  are  but  as  sounding 
brass  and  tinkling  cymbals. 

“ Many  will  say  to  me  in  that  day,  Lord,  Lord,  have  we  not  prophesied  in 
thy  name,  and  in  thy  name  have  cast  out  devils,  and  in  thy  name  have  done 
many  wonderful  works  1 And  then  will  I profess  unto  them,  I never  knew 
you;  depart  from  me,  ye  that  work  iniquity” — 

ye  that  are  unclean,  unjust,  untruthful,  unloving. 

Still  “ that  day”  of  righteous  judgment  is  not  arrived, 
nor  is  it  for  us  to  judge.  We  must,  therefore,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, persevere  in  thinking  of  all  those  as  brethren,  that  is, 
as  fellow-Christians,  who  bear  the  name  of  Christ,  and  pro- 
fess to  follow  him.  Rather,  wherever  we  see  one  who  loves 
God,  who  shows  that  love  by  being  helpful  and  kind  to  man 
for  love’s  sake,  we  see  there  a brother  in  Christ ; we  see  one 
filled  with  the  spirit  of  Christ;  we  see  one  of  the  true  bro- 
therhood of  Christ,  and  must  love  him  as  such,  even  though 
he  could  not  tell  the  story  of  the  crucified  or  name  his  name. 

But  specially,  in  these  days  of  ours,  we  need  to  have 
St.  Paul’s  inspired  discourse  on  charity — on  “ love  to  the 
brotherhood” — read  every  Sunday  in  our  churches.  We 
need  charity  indeed  ourselves  in  these  times  when  dissensions 
run  so  high,  and  those  who  have  lately  left  our  communion, 
and  some  who  remain  in  it,  are  still  so  embittered, — not 
because  we  have  sought  to  force  any  yoke  upon  their  necks, 
or  to  deprive  them  of  liberty  of  teaching  and  preaching, 
believing  and  maintaining,  what  they  hold  to  be  true,  God 
forbid  ! or  to  hinder  them  from  modifying  their  forms  of 
worship,  as  they  felt  to  be  most  conducive  to  edification.  Not 
here  in  this  diocese  have  crosses  been  removed  by  arbitrary 
authority,  or  choral  services  disturbed  by  excited  mobs.  Not 
here  has  any  attempt  been  made,  by  forcible  interference 
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from  without,  to  check  the  development  of  ritualism  in 
matters  of  doctrine  or  practice.  No  minister  has  been  sus- 
pended here  for  using  language  about  the  Sacraments,  which 
in  the  words  of  the  Metropolitan  “ goes  beyond  that  of  the 
Church.”  We  have  simply  demanded  for  ourselves  that 
freedom  of  thought  and  speech  which  we  accord  to  others, 
and  within  the  limits  which  the  laws  of  our  Church,  as  at 
present  administered  in  England,  accord  both  to  us  and  to 
them.  We  demand  leave  to  speak  the  truth,  as  God  has 
given  us  to  see  it,  in  the  hope,  if  it  might  be,  to  build  up 
that  faith,  which  in  a multitude  of  cases  was  being  under- 
mined by  statements  echoing  from  the  world  without,  to 
the  effect  that  Divines  and  Men  of  Science  were  hopelessly 
at  issue  on  points  on  which  the  eternal  welfare  of  souls  de- 
pended, or  that  Modern  Enlightenment,  like  the  sea  advanc- 
ing  upon  our  coasts,  was  slowly  but  surely  sapping  the  very 
very  foundations,  on  which  our  hopes  for  this  world  and  the 
next  were  resting.  If  any  have  had  their  doubts  in  any 
measure  removed,  or  felt  the  ground  firmer  under  their  feet, 
when  it  seemed  to  be  shaking,  or  been  enabled  to  see  that  all 
which  is  essential  in  our  common  Christianity  is  unaffected 
by  any  discoveries  of  these  or  any  days  in  Science  or  Criticism, 
we  may  all  thank  God  and  take  courage,  and  commend  our- 
selves and  our  Church  into  His  Hands, — our  dear  Mother 
Church,  within  whose  wide  enclosure  so  many  shades  of 
thought  may  be  securely  displayed, — whose  great  fault  in 
the  eyes  of  some  is,  that  she  is  so  large  and  free,  that  she 
embraces  not  them  alone,  but  others  within  her  bosom,  who 
“ worship  God  after  the  way  which  they  call  heresy.” 

Yet  while  we  must  seek  to  exercise  charity  towards  all  who 
bear  the  name  of  Christ,  to  bless  them  when  they  curse  us, 
to  respect  what  may  be  in  them  of  a zeal  for  God,  though 
not  according  to  knowledge,  we  are  not  forbidden  the  con- 
solation of  a special  bond  with  those,  who  join  with  us  in 
worshipping  one  God  and  Father,  in  acknowledging  one 
Divine  Leader  and  Lord,  and  who  recognize  at  least  our 
sincerity  in  his  service.  Surely,  those,  who  share  together  a 
clearer  light  and  a purer  air  than  others,  will  not  be  wanting 
to  each  other,  when  times  of  trial  come,  will  strengthen 
each  other’s  hands  and  help  each  other,  as  a holy  brother- 
hood, to  “ bear  witness,”  if  need  be,  “ for  the  truth,”  to 
“ speak  the  truth  in  love.” 
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(iii)  For  the  text  says  again,  “ Fear  God.” 

To  honour  their  fellowmen,  and  to  love  all  those  who  are 
brought  into  close  connexion  with  them,  by  family,  social, 
or  religious  ties,  appears  almost  natural  to  some  warm, 
generous  hearts.  A semblance  of  it  may  be  even  the  result 
of  mere  easiness  of  temper,  a shrinking  from  giving  pain,  a 
wish,  as  it  is  called,  to  “ live  and  let  live.”  It  would  cer- 
tainly save  us  much  difficulty  and  pain,  if  we  had  uniformly 
through  life  only  to  follow  the  course  which  such  feelings 
would  dictate.  But  duty  will  sometimes  interfere  with 
kindness — at  least,  with  the  appearance  of  it.  It  will  not 
unfrequently  require  us  to  offend  those,  whom  we  would 
willingly  gratify,  to  differ  with  those  with  whom  we  would 
fain  agree. 

At  such  times,  then,  we  must  “ fear  God,”  and  so  shall 
we  “ depart  from  evil,”  and  not  through  a weak  reluctance 
to  cause  pain,  through  an  easy  good-nature,  still  less 
through  an  indolent  love  of  ease  and  a quiet  life  for  our- 
selves, suppress  what  we  know  to  be  the  truth,  and  continue 
to  maintain  what  we  know  to  be  false.  Very  forcibly  has 
Archbishop  Whately  written  on  this  point  (j Bacon's  assays, 

P-11) 

We  are  bound  never  to  countenance  any  erroneous  opinion,  however  seem- 
ingly beneficial  in  its  results,  never  to  connive  at  any  salutary  delusion  (as  it 
may  appear),  but  to  open  the  eyes  (when  opportunity  offers,  and  in  proportion 
as  it  offers)  of  those  we  are  instructing,  to  any  mistake  they  may  labour  under, 
though  it  may  be'  one  which  leads  them  ultimately  to  a true  result,  and  to  one 
of  which  they  might  otherwise  fail.  The  temptation  to  depart  from  this  prin- 
ciple is  sometimes  excessively  strong ; because  it  will  often  be  the  case  that 
men  will  be  in  some  danger,  in  parting  with  a long-admitted  error,  of  abandon- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  some  truth  they  have  been  accustomed  to  connect  with 
it.  Accordingly,  censures  have  been  passed  on  the  endeavours  to  enlighten  the 
adherents  of  some  erroneous  churches,  on  the  ground  that  many  of  them  thence 
became  atheists,  and  many,  the  wildest  of  fanatics.  That  this  should  have  been 
in  some  instances  the  case,  is  highly  probable : it  is  a natural  result  of  the  per- 
nicious effects  on  the  mind  of  any  system  of  blind,  unenquiring,  acquiescence. 
Such  a system  is  an  evil  spirit,  which,  we  must  expect,  will  cruelly  rend  and 
mangle  the  patient  as  it  comes  out  of  him,  and  will  leave  him  half-dead  at  its 
departure.  There  will  often  be,  and  oftener  appear  to  be,  danger  in  removing 
a mistake, — the  danger  that  those,  who  have  been  long  used  to  act  rightly  on 
erroneous  principles,  may  fail  of  the  desired  conclusions  when  undeceived.  In 
such  cases,  it  requires  a thorough  love  of  truth,  and  a firm  reliance  on  Divine 
support,  to  adhere  steadily  to  the  straight  course.  If  we  give  way  to  a dread 
of  danger  from  the  circulation  of  any  truth,  physical,  moral,  or  religious,  we 
manifest  a want  of  faith  in  God’s  power,  or  in  the  Will  to  maintain  His  own 
cause.  There  may  be  danger  attendant  on  every  truth,  since  there  is  none  that 
may  not  be  perveted  by  some,  or  that  may  not  give  offence  to  others  ; but  in 
the  case  of  anything  which  plainly  appears  to  be  truth,  every  danger  must  be 
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braved.  . . . The  pari  of  a lover  of  truth  is,  to  follow  her  at  all  seeming  hazards, 
after  the  example  of  Him,  who  “ came  into  the  world,  that  he  should  bear 
witness  to  the  truth.” 

Yes  ! we  must  “ fear  God  ” and  “ have  faith  in  God  ” in 
such  cases.  We  must  speak  the  truth  and  do  the  Will  of 
God,  at  the  risk  of  offending  and  alienating  others — even 
fellotvmen  whom  we  honour,  and  brethren  whom  we  love. 
Religious  differences  and  dissensions  are  far  better  than  a 
dead  uniformity,  purchased  by  the  suppression  of  our  con- 
victions, and  which  would  issue,  and  has  too  often  issued,  in 
downright  infidelity.  We  must  above  all  things  “ fear 
God” — fear  departing  from  Ilim  by  departing  from  truth. 

Men  are  too  apt  to  think  of  love  as  all  softness  and 
indulgence,  sparing  suffering,  soothing  pain.  Rather,  true 
love  is  often  shown  in  that  severity  which  causes  pain, 
which  separates  us  for  a time  from  our  child,  from  our 
friend, — even  as  it  is  written,  “ Whom  the  Lord  loveth.  He 
chasteueth.”  True  Christian  love,  then,  is  something  far 
other  and  higher  than  mere goocl-nature,  which  would  sacrifice 
truth  and  give  up  principle,  for  the  sake  of  leading  a quiet 
life  with  those  around  us. 

(iv)  Lastly,  the  text  says  “ Honour  the  King.”  These 
words  sound  to  us  like  a national  motto.  It  is  easy  for 
Englishmen  to  be  loyal  to  their  Sovereign.  They  have 
always  taken  a pardonable  pride  in  such  loyalty;  for  it 
expresses  their  unity  as  a nation,  such  a nation  as  ours  ! 
But  these  words  are  those  of  a Jew  in  the  days  of  Israel’s 
subjection  under  the  Roman  yoke,  of  a Christian  apostle 
when  the  dominant  power  was  a heathen  and  a tyrant. 
Perhaps,  St.  Peter  thought  that  “ the  time  was  short,”  that 
the  coming  was  near  at  hand  of  the  Great  King,  for  whom 
he  and  the  other  apostles,  we  know,  in  those  early  days  of 
Christianity,  were  looking,  before  they  had  realized  that 
their  Master  was  to  reign,  not  with  visible  pomp  and  glory, 
but  by  his  word  of  truth  and  love  in  the  hearts  of  meD. 
Yet  it  was  not,  we  may  be  sure,  because  he  would  have  them 
cherish,  or  that  he  cherished  himself,  any  false  sentiment 
towards  an  unworthy  person,  Nero,  then  sitting  on  the 
throne  of  the  Caesars,  that  he  here  bids  his  disciples  “ honour 
the  King.”  That  mighty  potentate,  the  Head  of  the  Roman 
Empire,  though  a heathen  and  a tyrant,  was  in  his  view 
God’s  minister : the  power  he  possessed  was  given  him  by 
God,  much  as  he  misused  it:  he  was  “ raised  up”  by  God, 
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like  Pharaoh  of  old,  to  do  His  work,  and,  whether  willingly 
or  unwillingly,  to  advance  His  Purpose  in  the  world  and  set 
forth  His  Praise. 

In  our  land  the  Sovereign  is  not — cannot  be — a tyrant, 
not  merely  because  the  heart  of  Her  who  now  reigns  is  one 
with  that  of  Her  people,  but  because  the  laws  have  made 
our  Ruler,  as  a constitutional  Sovereign,  the  representative 
of  the  People,  whose  Will  expresses  their  own.  And  what 
is  true  of  our  State,  thank  God  ! is  true  also  of  our  National 
Church.  The  Queen,  as  the  Fountain  of  all  Authority,  of 
all  J urisdietion,  of  all  Law,  of  all  power  to  ordain  clergy,  to 
consecrate  Bishops,  to  punish  by  suspension,  deprivation, 
excommunication,  expresses  only  the  Will  of  the  People,  is 
the  representative  of  the  whole  body  in  a spiritual  capacity 
as  well  as  in  a temporal.  No  more  can  ecclesiastical  tyrants, 
any  more  than  civil,  lord  it  within  the  Realm  of  England, 
except  over  those  who  voluntarily  choose  to  submit  their 
consciences  to  the  dictation  of  the  priest.  In  our  day  the 
great  Protestant  principle  is  working  itself  out  more  clearly 
than  ever,  that  all  power  in  the  Church  and  in  the  State  is 
derived  from  the  people,  is  held  by  rulers  only  as  representa- 
tives of  the  People,  by  their  Will,  for  their  good,  and  that 
the  decision  upon  all  religious  questions,  as  well  as  civil, 
must  ultimately  be  referred  to  the  whole  body,  not  merely 
to  the  clergy. 

This  being  the  case,  when  we,  Englishmen,  are  told  to 
“ honour  the  King,”  we  are  really  told  to  honour  the  Nation 
itself,  and  to  reverence  its  voice, — to  bless  God  that  under 
His  guidance  wc  have  attained  to  such  liberty  as  we  now 
enjoy,  under  our  happy  system  of  Government  in  Church 
and  State,  the  result  of  past  years  of  manful  fighting  for 
the  freedom  of  the  body,  and  patient  suffering  for  the  truth’s 
sake  and  for  the  freedom  of  the  soul.  And  we  must  strive 
to  hand  on  these  blessings  unimpaired  to  our  children — yea, 
rather,  still  further  developed  and  perfected.  So  may  our 
watchwords,  as  Englishmen  and  English  Churchmen,  ever  be : 

“ Honour  all  men ! Love  the  Brotherhood  ! Fear  God  ! Honour  the  King  1 " 


[No.  H. — Fourth  Scries.] 


A SERMON 


Preached  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Peter’s,  Maritzburg, 
Oh  Sunday  Morning,  November  IS,  1866, 

BY  TUB 

RIGHT  REVEREND  THE  LORD  BISHOP  OF  NATAL. 


John  x.37,S8.  If  I do  not  the  works  of  my  Father,  believe  me 
not.  But,  if  I do,  though  ye  believe  not  me,  believe  the 
works ; that  ye  may  know  that  the  Father  is  in  me,  and 
I in  Him. 

No  one,  attentively  considering  the  Gospel  narratives,  can 
help,  I think,  being  struck  with  the  fact,  that  so  few  did 
really  believe  in  Christ  at  the  time  of  his  crucifixion.  In 
Galilee,  we  are  told,  great  multitudes  followed  him  from 
place  to  place,  to  hear  his  words,  and  see  his  works ; they 
had  pleasure  in  his  teachings;  “they  were  astonished  at  his 
doctrine ; his  word  was  with  power,” — “ he  taught  them  as 
one  having  authority,  and  not  as  the  scribes,” — 

“ There  went  a fame  of  him  through  all  the  region  round  about ; and  he 
taught  in  their  synagogues,  being  glorified  of  all.” 

And  in  Nazareth  especially,  we  read — 

“ All  bare  him  witness,  and  wondered  at  the  gracious  words  which  proceeded 
out  of  his  mouth.” 

And  yet  in  that  very  place,  where  his  preaching  was  so 
admired,  he  was  not  “ accepted  ” as  a prophet.  A few 
words  spoken  by  him  roused  the  passions  of  the  people : — 

“ And  all  they  in  the  synagogue,  when  they  heard  these  things,  were  filled  with 
wrath,  and  rose  up,  and  thrust  him  out  of  the  city,  and  led  him  unto  the  brow 
of  the  hill  whereon  their  city  was  built,  that  they  might  cast  him  down  head- 
long.” 

They  let  him  go,  however,  on  that  occasion,  and,  “ passing 
through  the  midst  of  them,  he  went  his  way.”  As  his  last 
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hour  on  earth  approached,  his  followers  from  Galilee  brought 
him  in  triumph  to  Jerusalem,  carrying  palm-branches  before 
him,  and  “spreading  their  clothes  in  the  way”: — 

“ And  when  he  was  come  nigh,  even  now  at  the  descent  of  the  Mount  of 
Olives,  the  whole  multitude  of  the  disciples  began  to  rejoice  and  praise  God 
with  a loud  voice,  for  all  the  mighty  works  they  had  seen.” 

Arrived  at  Jerusalem  for  this  his  last  visit,  he  “ taught 
daily  in  the  temple,”  and  “ all  the  people,”  we  are  told, 
“ were  very  attentive  to  hear  him,” — they  “ came  early  in 
the  morning  to  him  in  the  temple  for  to  hear  him.”  But 
where  were  these,  when,  only  a few  days  later,  the  cry  of 
the  city  mob  was  raised  before  the  judgment-seat  of  Pilate, 
“ Crucify  him  ! crucify  him  ! ” and  “ the  voices  of  them 
and  of  the  chief  priests  prevailed  ” ? Nay,  we  know  that 
his  own  chosen  twelve  showed  but  a feeble,  craven,  faith  in 
the  time  of  trial.  One,  indeed,  had  betrayed  and  sold  him  : 
but  another,  his  chief  disciple,  denied  him  thrice  with  oaths 
and  curses,  and  all  of  them  “forsook  him  and  fled.”  One  of 
these,  it  is  true,  stood  beside  the  cross;  perhaps,  two  more 
of  the  followers  of  Jesus  were  somewhere  near  at  hand, 
looking  on  ; but  even  these  are  described  as — 

“ Joseph  of  Arimathaea,  being  a disciple  of  Jesus,  but  secretly  for  fear  of  the 
Jews,” — and  “ Nicodemus,  which  at  the  first  came  to  Jesus  by  night.” 

Except  for  these,  and  a few  tender-hearted  women,  he 
seems  to  have  been  left  without  human  friend  or  comforter, 
to  die  alone : and  yet  he  was '“  not  alone,  for  the  Father 
was  with  him.” 

IIovv  is  this  to  be  accounted  for — the  total  disappearance 
of  those  vast  multitudes,  who  all  along  seem  to  have  followed 
in  his  train,  and  who  at  different  times,  in  various  ways, 
expressed  their  devoted  attachment  to  him  ? The  Hosannas 
which  greeted  him  at  one  moment,  and  the  cruel  ciies  w hich 
rent  the  air  at  another,  demanding  his  death,  as  one  of  the 
worst  of  malefactors,  sound  in  the  strangest  contrast,  and, 
taken  together,  are  quite  incomprehensible,  unless  we  look 
a little  into  the  history  of  that  time. 

It  is  usual  to  ascribe  his  being  brought  into  Jerusalem  in 
triumph,  to  the  effect  produced  upon  the  minds  of  his  dis- 
ciples by  the  numerous  miracles  which  they  had  witnessed 
— to  their  being  convinced  by  his  mighty  works,  regarding 
them  as  the  proofs  of  his  coming  w ith  a Divine  Message,  ol 
his  possessing  supernatural  powers,  beyond  what  any  mortal 
man  had  ever  wielded. 
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But,  as  our  Lord  himself  has  told  us,  it  is  only  “ an  evil 
and  adulterous  generation  which  seeketh  after  a sign,”  as  a 
proof  of  Divine  Authority.  The  Samaritans,  however,  we 
are  told,  believed,  not  because  of  any  mighty  works,  but 
because  of  his  “ word.”  And  those  living  words  of  truth 
and  love,  which  fell  from  his  lips, — the  meekness  and  gentle- 
ness, the  purity  and  faithfulness,  of  his  daily  life, — were 
mightier  signs  to  the  spiritual  mind  that  he  came  from  God, 
that  he  was  “ one  with  God,”  that  “ the  Father  dwelt  in 
him,”  tbaa  any  mere  outward  “ signs  and  wonders.”  And 
it  was  the  work  of  a later  undiscerning  age,  to  crowd  the 
record  of  our  Saviour’s  life  with  signs  and  wonders,  to 
multiply  them  in  the  apocryphal  writings  far  beyond  even 
what  we  find  in  the  Canonical  Gospels,  and  to  ascribe  the 
power  of  working  such  miracles  in  profusion,  as  I have 
shown  you  in  former  Sermons  in  various  instances,  not 
only  to  Christ  himself,  but  to  the  saints,  his  followers. 

Let  criticism  do  what  it  can,  what  it  must,  if  it  would  be 
a servant  of  God,  a servant  of  the  Truth,  it  cannot  strip  us 
of  this  ground  of  our  confidence  in  the  Divine  Mission  of 
the  Son  of  Man.  And,  doubtless,  there  were  many  pious 
souls,  spiritually-minded  men  and  women,  among  those 
Jewish  multitudes,  who  did  feel  the  force  of  this  evidence — 
into  whose  hearts  those  “ gracious  words  ” did  drop, — 

“ as  the  small  rain  upon  the  tender  herb,  or  as  the  showers  upon  the  grass,” — 

to  whom  he  had  been  the  Way  to  the  Father,  the  Truth, 
and  the  Life.  But  the  multitudes  generally  crowded  with 
welcome  round  him  at  that  time  because  they  were  on  tiptoe 
for  a Deliverer,  a national  Deliverer,  a Messiah,  a Son  of 
David.  And  it  is  a proof  of  the  wonderful  power  of  Good- 
ness and  Truth,  of  his  Goodness  and  Truth,  of  the  force  of 
his  character  armed  with  those  Divine  qualities  in  such  high 
perfection,  that  these  multitudes  should  have  been  ready  to 
crown  one  so  lowly,  and  of  such  humble  extraction,  as  their 
Lord  and  Leader,  to  expect  from  his  hand  deliverance  from 
their  enemies — that  they  should  have  shouted  to  him — 

“ Blessed  be  the  King  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord ! Peace  in 
heaven,  and  glory  in  the  highest ! ” 

Doubtless,  it  was  the  “ fulness  of  the  time”  for  the  coming 
of  the  Son  of  Man — of  him  whose  Divine  Work  was  to 
regenerate  the  world.  The  Providence  of  God  had  arranged 
it  so.  Not  in  any  other  age,  humanly  speaking,  would 
Jesus  have  made,  so  easily,  so  great  a mark  upon  the  history 
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of  mankind  ; not  in  any  other  would  his  message  concerning 
the  Father,  his  Gospel,  the  Everlasting  Gospel — eternally 
true  as  it  is  for  all  times  and  places — have  been  so  largely 
received  and  believed.  And  from  that  time  to  this  the  his- 
tory of  Christendom  has  been  preeminently  the  history  of 
the  race ; so  that  the  western  nations,  the  Christian  nations, 
though  as  yet  in  point  of  number  in  a minority,  are  in  point 
of  progress  advanced  far  beyond  all  others,  the  flower  of 
mankind , and  the  Christian  faith,  when  stripped  of  man’s 
additions,  and  brought  back  once  more  to  that  Divine  sim- 
plicity, in  which  it  was  at  first  imparted  by  Christ  himself, 
will  one  day,  we  believe,  fill  the  whole  earth  with  gladness 
and  quicken  it  with  life.  In  the  days  of  his  flesh,  however, 
as  we  know,  he  was  “ despised  and  rejected  of  men.”  It 
was  “ from  the  cross,”  the  last  point  iu  the  descent  of 
infamy  in  those  days,  as  if  we  should  now  say  “ from  the 
gallows,’3  that  he  “ drew  all  men  to  him.”  This  is  surely 
most  amazing,  and  makes  the  Divine  Mission  of  Jesus  more 
manifest  and  more  palpable  than  any  mere  deeds  of  magical 
power  could  have  done. 

But  let  us  enquire,  not  why  the  world  is  now  at  our 
Master’s  feet,  but  why  the  Jews  rejected  him,  the  people 
amongst  whom  he  dwelt. 

(i)  He  came  with  no  outward  splendour — no  pomp  or 
glory.  They  looked  for  an  earthly  Messiah,  and  followed 
him  about  from  place  to  place  in  expectation  that,  sooner  or 
later,  his  true  character  would  be  displayed,  his  kingdom 
would  be  set  up,  and  they  themselves  be  allowed  to  share  in 
it.  They  would  not  have  cared  so  much  for  his  low  origin, 
though  lie  was  but  a carpenter’s  son : for  was  not  David 
himself  “taken  from  the  sheepfolds”?  But  they  expected 
from  him  something  to  satisfy  the  popular  longings  for  the 
pride  and  grandeur  of  David’s  reign ; and  he  would  only  be 
saying  to  them — 

“ Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I will  give  you 
rest.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you  and  learn  of  me ; lor  I am  meek  and  lowly  in 
heart,  and  ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your  souls.” 

(ii)  Again,  he  would  not  accept  the  place  they  would 
have  been  so  ready  to  give  him — that  of  a leader,  to  head 
their  nation  in  rebellion  against  the  Romans,  whom  they 
regarded  as  oppressors,  not  because  they  suffered  under  their 
rule,  but  because  they,  the  chosen  people,  claimed  to  be 
independent,  claimed  even  to  rule  over  all  other  nations,  and 
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disdained  to  acknowledge  a master  among  the  heathen. 
But  Jesus  of  Nazareth  would  not  encourage  them  to  rebel 
against  Rome.  When  they  tempted  him  upon  this  point, 
he  said,  “ Render  to  Caesar  the  things  which  are  Caesar’s — 
pay  tribute  to  him  of  the  coin  which  is  marked  with  his 
image  and  superscription.”  Thus  he  went  counter,  not 
merely  to  the  general  expectations  of  the  whole  body  of  the 
people,  of  the  most  pious  and  really  good  at  heart  among 
them,  as  Nieodemus,  but  to  the  political  hopes,  which  not 
a few  in  that  day  cherished. 

(iii)  But,  thirdly,  he  also  went  counter  to  the  religious 
ideas  of  his  people,  which  were  indeed  closely  interwoven 
with  the  former.  Since  they  were  the  chosen  nation, 
Jehovah’s  Servant,  nay,  Jehovah’s  Bride,  every  thing,  there- 
fore, that  related  to  their  worship,  to  their  religious  cere- 
monial, they  regarded  as  the  definite  and  direct  appointment 
of  the  Most  High.  Nothing  was  trivial,  nothing  indifferent, 
which  was  commanded  in  the  Law.  They  paid  tithes  of 
“ mint,  anise,  and  cummin,”  and  made  a religious  duty  of 
“ washing  cups  and  pots,  brazen  vessels,  and  tables.”  Those 
matters,  especially, — such  as  circumcision, — which  distin- 
guished them  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  they  made  very 
much  of,  and  regarded  with  special  affection.  The  traditions 
of  the  elders,  multiplying  still  more  and  subdividing  the 
many  and  minute  directions  of  the  ceremonial  law,  they  were 
willing  to  believe  endorsed  also  by  the  approval  of  Jehovah, 
who  had  promised  to  “ guide  them  with  His  eye,”  to 
“ instruct  and  teach  them  in  the  way  they  should  go.” 
Those  duties,  which  were  common  to  them  with  all  man- 
kind, common  to  the  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews  with  the 
proselyte  of  the  gate,  nay,  and  with  those  outside  altogether, 
those  “ sinners  of  the  Gentiles,” — namely,  “ judgment, 
mercy,  and  the  love  of  God,” — were  alas ! less  dear  and 
precious  to  them  than  the  ritual  observances  which  marked 
them  out  as  a peculiar  people,  and  their  priesthood  as  yet 
more  peculiarly  holy,  as  yet  more  exceptionally  dear  to  God. 

But  Jesus,  as  we  find. him  described  in  the  Gospel  narra- 
tive, did  not  encourage  these  feelings.  He  bade  the  leper 
indeed,  when  he  was  cleansed,  “ go  and  show  himself  to  the 
priest,  and  offer  the  gift  which  Moses  in  the  law  com- 
manded.” He  did  not  attack,  or  attempt  to  subvert,  by  any 
hasty  or  violent  process,  the  established  forms  of  worship. 
But  he  plainly  showed  in  all  his  teaching  that  he  regarded 
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them  as  of  very  secondary  importance, — that  he  knew  that  the 
time  for  such  things  was  really  past,  when  not  on  Gerizim, 
and  not  in  Jerusalem  only,  should  men  worship  the  Father, 
but  in  all  the  world, — should  worship  Him,  not  with  mere 
outward  forms  and  ceremonial  observances,  but  “ in  spirit 
and  in  truth/’  for  “ the  Father  was  seeking  such  to  worship 
Him.”  In  his  eyes  the  prayer  of  the  Pharisee  was  of  less 
value — though  doubtless  the  offerer  had  performed  all  that 
the  traditional  customs  of  the  day  required — than  that  of 
the  publican,  who  kept  afar  off,  and  hardly  dared  to  lift 
up  his  eyes  to  heaven.  His  teaching,  without  directly 
denouncing  ritual,  and  ceremony,  and  sanctified  persons  and 
sanctified  places,  the  belief  in  the  efficacy  of  which  was  so 
very  strong  in  those  days,  passes  far  beyond  these  things 
into  a spiritual  region,  where  a Father  speaks  to  the  hearts 
of  His  children,  and  the  children  speak  to  Him  “ in  secret  ” 
— where,  after  the  example  of  their  great  Forerunner,  they — 

" offer  up  prayers  and  supplications, — it  may  Le,  with  strong  crying  and  tears 
— to  Him  who  is  able  to  save,” — 

and  are  heard,  because  of  their  filial  fear,  though  they,  too, 
like  him,  may  have  to  “ learn  obedience  by  the  things  which 
they  suffer,”  to  be  made  “ perfect  through  sufferings,” — 
where  “ vain  repetitions  ” are  forbidden  by  the  Master,  but 
“the  Spirit  itself  maketh  intercession  for  us  with  groanings 
which  are  not  uttered.”  In  one  word,  instead  of  preaching 
up  the  ritual,  instead  of  insisting  on  the  Jewish  Sacrament, 
or  saying  “ Obey  the  Priest ! ” “ Hear  the  Church  ! ” — he 

was  preaching  continually  the  Kingdom  of  God,  a Kingdom 
of  “ righteousness,  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,”  a 
Kingdom,  into  which  the  entrance  was  open  only  to  those, 
who  are  one  in  spirit  with  himself,  who  have  “ taken  his 
yoke  upon  them  and  learned  of  him”  to  be  “ meek”  and 
“ merciful”  and  “ pure  in  heart.”  Thus  the  whole  priest- 
hood felt  themselves  slighted  by  him  ; the  whole  body  of  the 
religionists  of  that  day  looked  upon  him  as  an  innovator,  as 
a dangerous  person,  as  one  whose  influence  was  cast  into  the 
opposite  scale  to  that  of  the  established  order  of  things. 
And  they  saw  that  he  was  gaining  ground  daily  with  the 
masses,  that  they  flocked  eagerly  about  him  when  lie 
preached,  that  they  followed  his  steps  wherever  he  went. 
The  fierce  conservatism  of  the  aristocracy  was  up  in  arms 
against  him.  Therefore  his  lowly  birth,  his  mean  education, 
were  charged  against  him  as  a reproach.  His  character 
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blackened : he  was  called  “ a gluttonous  man  and  a wine- 
bibber,  a friend  and  associate  of  publicans  and  sinners.”  He 
was  an  instigator  of  sedition — a blasphemer — possessed  with 
a devil ! It  was  a charitable  assumption  to  say  that  he 
“ was  mad.”  And  all  these  things  were  spoken  of  the  holy 
Jesus — the  meek  and  lowly  one — the  Lamb  of  God  ! 

“ If  they  have  called  the  Master  of  the  House  Beelzebub,  how  much  more 
will  they  call  them  of  his  household  ! ” 

By  such  means,  however,  the  populace  of  Jerusalem  was 
moved  against  him,  to  demand  his  death.  They  had  seen 
less  of  him  personally  than  the  people  of  Galilee,  among 
whom  his  time  had  been  chiefly  spent,  and  who  seem  to 
have  formed  the  main  body  of  that  company,  that  bore  him 
in  triumph  to  Jerusalem.  Humanly  speaking,  it  might 
have  been  a more  difficult  thing  to  have  poisoned  their 
minds  to  this  extent  against  him.  Though  the  hopes 
which  they  had  fixed  upon  him  as  the  Messiah,  who  had 
come  to  raise  up  the  fallen  Tabernacle  of  David,  might 
seem  to  have  been  disappointed,  and  their  faith  in  his 
Divine  Mission  was  too  weak  to  contend  against  the  stream 
of  prejudice,  by  which  he  appeared  to  be  overwhelmed, — 
though  they  might  thus  have  been  ready  to  leave  him  aban- 
doned, a helpless  victim,  in  the  hands  of  his  foes, — yet  for  the 
credit  of  human  nature  let  us  not  believe  that  any  of  those, 
who  had  hung  with  devout  rapture  on  his  lips,  who  had  fed 
upon  the  living  bread  he  gave  them,  who  had  had  their 
weary  hearts  refreshed  with  the  wine  of  his  Divine  teaching, 
could  all  in  a moment  have  been  changed  into  most  bitter 
enemies.  Nay,  when — 

“ Jesus  cried  with  a loud  voice  and  said,  Father,  into  Thy  hands  I commend 
my  spirit,  and,  having  said  thus,  gave  up  the  ghost,” — 

the  centurion  who  stood  by,  we  are  told, — 

“ glorified  God  saying,  Certainly  this  was  a righteous  man  ; and  all  the  people 
that  came  together  to  that  sight,  beholding  the  things  that  were  done,  smote 
their  breasts  and  returned.” 

“ Certainly,  this  was  a righteous  man.”  It  was  the 
testimony  even  of  a heathen  to  the  goodness  of  Christ. 
Our  present  Gospels,  composed  in  a later  age,  contain  many 
things,  no  doubt — much  legendary  matter — which  cannot 
be  relied  on  as  history.  But  the  general  impression  left 
upon  the  mind  by  the  whole  story,  in  each  of  its  records,  is 
that  it  is  the  life  of  one  who  “ went  about  doing  good,  and 
preaching  the  good  news  of  God’s  Kingdom,”  teaching  that 
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not  a blind  Chance,  nor  yet  an  arbitrary  Fate,  but  a 
Heavenly  Father,  is  ruling  in  heaven  and  earth,  is  pre- 
siding over  all,  is  watching  over  each, — that  a real  com- 
munion is  possible  between  the  Father  of  spirits  and  every 
one  of  His  “ sons  and  daughters,” — that  lie  is  with  each 
child  of  man,  who  leans  on  Him,  and  trusts  in  Him,  and 
seeks  to  do  His  Will, — even  as  the  Son  of  Man  lived  him- 
self in  continual  communion  with  his  Father,  resting  in  the 
Bosom  of  the  Father,  dwelling  in  the  constant  sense  of  His 
Presence,  delighting  to  do  His  Will,  finding  it  every  day 
his  meat  and  drink,  his  daily  solace,  his  daily  support,  to 
do  it. 

How  wonderful  it  is,  how  glorious,  how  consoling  a fact, 
that  purity  and  goodness  alone,  unselfishness  and  truth,  as 
displayed  in  the  life  and  death  of  Jesus,  should  have  made 
so  immense  an  impression  on  the  whole  world  ! — that  a 
dominion  so  purely  spiritual,  a rule  over  the  hearts  of  men, 
should  have  been  set  up  as  it  was  then — set  up  in  utter 
human  weakness  — and  continue  even  to  this  day, — only 
seemingly  losing  its  hold  upon  them  for  a time,  when  its 
Divine  glory  has  been  obscured,  not  through  oppression, 
not  through  persecution,  but  by  the  great  ones  of  the 
earth  thinking  to  lend  it  the  aid  of  their  arms,  to  give  the 
Truth  of  Christ  a seat  on  their  shrines,  or  when  the 
ministers  of  Jesus,  instead  of,  being  merely  the  helpers  of 
their  brethren,  have  become  a powerful  hierarchy,  have 
meddled,  as  priests,  with  the  politics  of  the  world,  and 
sought  to  lord  it  over  their  brethren  ! 

For  when  we  think  of  the  influence  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
upon  the  men  of  that  age,  we  cannot,  as  I have  said,  ascribe 
it  to  the  effect  produced  by  the  miracles  which  are  alleged 
to  have  been  wrought  by  him.  Whatever  these  may  have 
been,  we  have  seen  that  they  did  not  produce  that  startling 
and  permanent  effect,  which  might  have  been  expected,  on 
those  who  witnessed  them.  If  any  one  in  these  days,  any 
prophet  or  preacher,  came  displaying  constantly,  before 
great  multitudes  of  witnesses,  supernatural  powers,  heal- 
ing the  sick,  raising  the  dead,  commanding  the  elements, 
dispensing  with  the  ordinary  processes  of  nature,  walking 
upon  the  sea,  turning  water  into  wine,  multiplying  bread 
and  fish  to  give  food  to  thousands, — we  should  surely  expect 
him  to  have  a larger,  a more  resolute,  a more  securely 
attached,  following,  than  our  Lord  appears  to  have  had  at 
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the  end  of  his  earthly  ministry.  The  very  multitudes,  who 
are  described  as  being  fed  by  that  stupendous  multiplication 
of  the  loaves  and  fishes,  did  not,  as  we  should  suppose  they 
would,  when  dismissed  to  their  homes,  fill  the  towns  and 
villages  around  with  devoted  and  adoring  adherents.  So 
far  from  this,  we  are  told,  they  came  the  next  day  asking  to 
see  a sign — 

“ What  sign  showest  thou,  then,  that  we  may  see  and  believe  thee  ? What 
dost  thou  work  ? ” 

No!  the  Gospel  Kingdom  began,  as  Jesus  himself  de- 
scribed it,  like  a little  seed,  gradually  increasing,  shooting 
upwards  and  downwards  in  succeeding  generations.  It 
" came  not  with  observation” — with  a power  subduing  all 
under  its  influences.  It  did  not  begin  with  the  acclama- 
tions of  multitudes ; it  was  not  propagated  by  the  loud 
attestations  of  innumerable  witnesses  to  numberless  deeds 
of  superhuman  power.  St.  Paul  never  once  refers  to  the 
miracles  of  Christ,  in  any  of  his  reasonings  with  his  dis- 
ciples, except  to  that  “ which  he  also  had  received,”  he  says, 
touching  the  resurrection.  Nor  does  St.  James  mention 
any  of  them,  nor  yet  St.  Peter  in  his  first,  his  only  undoubt- 
edly genuine,  epistle,  nor  St.  John  in  any  of  .those  ascribed 
to  him.  So  that,  whatever  these  “ mighty  works”  may 
really  have  been,  they  clearly  were  not  regarded  in  those 
days  as  the  salient  points  of  our  Lord's  history ; much  less 
were  they  the  foundations  of  his  Gospel  in  the  minds  of  his 
apostles  and  earliest  followers.  They  lay  the  stress  upon  the 
“ signs  and  wonders  ” which  he  wrought  in  the  spiritual 
world — how  he  had  opened  the  blind  eyes,  and  helped  the 
lame  to  walk,  and  fed  the  hungry  and  thirsty  soul,  and  how 
the  dead  in  sin  had  heard  his  voice  and  lived.  They  dwell 
upon  his  moral  excellencies,  his  “ meekness  and  gentleness,” 
his  humility,  and  love.  They  remind  us  how  he  “ pleased 
not  himself,” — how,  “ though  a Son,  he  learned  obedience” 
by  suffering, — how  he  “ laid  down  his  life  for  the  brethren.” 
His  holy  and  unselfish  character  it  is,  combined  with  his 
childlike  faith  in  God  and  his  teaching  concerning  the 
Father,  which  has  won  access  for  his  word  to  so  many 
hearts,  which  has  made  men  everywhere  bow  the  knee,  and 
“ say  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the 
Father.”  Miracles,  in  fact,  can  only  be  for  those  who 
witness  them.  Whatever  his  “ works  ” of  this  kind  may 
have  been,  we  do  not  see  them ; and  to  hear  them  merely 
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from  the  report  of  others  is  a very  different  thing,  especially 
in  an  age  like  this,  when  critical  research  on  the  one  hand 
has  shown  us  the  later  origin  of  the  Gospels,  and  Science  on 
the  other  hand  has  reduced  so  many  things,  which  were 
marvels  to  former  ages,  into  orderly  subjection  to  the  laws 
of  the  Universe. 

But  the  truth  is,  it  is  not  really  a belief  in  the  miracles, 
recorded  to  have  been  wrought  by  him,  that  brings  us  to  sit 
at  the  feet  of  Jesus.  In  our  hour  of  utter  need,  we  shall  not 
think  of  him  as  the  being  who  walked  upon  the  sea  or 
stilled  the  storm,  but  as  him  who  revealed  the  Father  to  us, 
who  taught  us  by  his  life  and  death  to  say  with  living  faith 
‘ Our  Father/  in  expectation  of  the  hour  of  death,  and  of 
the  day  of  judgment.  And  this  great  miracle  of  Christi- 
anity, the  subjugation  by  the  Crucified  of  the  mind  and 
heart  of  humanity,  that  has  taken  him  for  its  Lord  and 
King,  its  highest  ideal,  and  received  his  witness  concerning 
the  Father, — this  great  miracle,  I say,  of  a Christendom, 
growing  continually  in  strength  and  purity,  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  world,  and  freeing  man  from  his  tyrants  and 
tormentors,  from  dark  gloomy  thoughts  about  God  and 
another  world,  from  baneful  superstitions  and  debasing 
idolatries,  only  becomes  more  certain,  more  real,  as  the 
ages  roll  on.  This  is  a “ sign” — not  indeed  to  iC  an  evil  and 
adulterous  generation,”  for  it  is  one  they  cannot  see  or 
appreciate  : it  is  for  those  who  are  growing  daily  themselves 
in  the  knowledge  and  likeness  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  Father  through  him. 

For  we  believe  that  the  grracious  words  and  works  of  Jesus 
were  manifesting  the  Father  to  ns,  were  the  outcome  and 
expression  of  that  Divine  Love,  that  Love  of  God,  which 
swelled  his  breast,  were  the  proof  that,  as  the  text  says, 
“ the  Father  was  in  him  and  he  in  the  Father.”  We  believe 
that  all  these  things  are  witnesses  of  the  Father’s  Love  to 
us,  in  whose  Name  he  came,  with  whose  Spirit  he  was 
filled, — that,  as  he  says  himself  in  the  words  just  before  the 
text,  “ He  and  the  Father  were  one,”  of  one  heart,  of  one 
mind.  Do  we  any  of  us  know  any  character  in  history, — 
nay,  do  we  know  any  living  person, — so  well  as  we  know 
that  image  of  Divine-IIuman  perfection,  which  we  couple 
with  the  name  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth?  Every  succeeding 
age  has  added  some  touches  to  that  image.  The  thoughts 
of  all  holy  persons,  and  the  desires  and  aspirations  of  all 
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devout  souls,  have  been  centered  in  the  wish  of  filling  up 
the  bright  ideal.  Slight  as  the  materials  are,  which  the 
Gospel  histories  furnish,  they  have  yet  been  enough  for  this. 
And  we  have  each  before  us  daily,  as  the  object  of  our 
devout  love  and  imitation,  the  ideal  of  a perfect  man — 
perfect  with  all  moral  and  spiritual  perfection — perfectly 
loving  God,  perfectly  trusting  in  Him — full  of  selfsacrificing 
love  to  man,  of  tender  pity  for  the  sufferers,  for  the  lost,  of 
pure  and  burning  indignation  against  evil.  And  this  bright 
image  of  a perfect  Man  our  God,  our  faithful  Creator,  has 
given  us,  to  be  the  image  of  Himself — the  reflection  to  our 
souls  of  His  own  Divine  Image.  "With  this  He  is  “ well- 
pleased.” 

And  after  that  image  we,  too,  are  made,  and  Jesus,  who 
says  “ I and  my  Father  are  one,”  says  also  with  reference 
first  to  his  apostles,  and  then  to  each  one  of  us  his  followers — 

“ Neither  pray  I for  these  alone,  bnt  for  them  also  which  shall  believe  on 
me  through  their  word:  that  they  all  may  be  one,  as  Thou,  Father,  art  in  me, 
and  I in  Thee,  that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us — I in  them,  and  they  in  me, 
that  they  may  be  made  perfect  in  one.” 

We,  too,  then,  are  to  be  one  with  Christ,  one  with  our 
Father,  one  in  mind  and  spirit  with  Him, — as  children 
desiring  that  His  Name  may  be  hallowed,  His  Kingdom 
come,  His  Will  be  done.  We,  too,  are  called,  each  in  our 
measure,  to  reflect  something  of  the  Divine  Image  to  the 
world,  something  of  that  Light  and  Love  which  shone  so 
brightly  in  the  Son  of  Man.  As  he  is,  says  St.  John,  so 
are  we  in  this  world.  If  we  forget  this,  we  cease  to  be  at 
one  with  Christ,  we  depart  from  the  very  object  for  which 
Christ  came,  which  was  not  to  bear  witness  of  himself,  but 
to  show  forth  in  human  flesh  the  character  of  the  Father, 
to  seek  and  save  the  lost,  that  we  might  know  the  Mind  of 
God  Himself  towards  us,  of  Him  who  is  “ the  Saviour  of  all 
men,  though  specially  of  them  that  believe.” 
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A SERMON 

Preached  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Peter’s,  Maritzburg, 

« 

On  Sunday  Morning,  November  25,  1866, 

BY  THE 

RIGHT  REVEREND  THE  LORD  BISHOP  OF  NATAL. 


jER.xxiii.5,6.  Behold!  the  days  come , saitli  the  Lord,  that  I 
will  raise  up  unto  David  a righteous  Branch,  and  a King 
shall  reign  and  prosper,  and  shall  execute  judgment  and 
justice  in  the  earth.  In  his  days  Judah  shall  be  saved, 
and  Israel  shall  dwell  safely  ^ and  this  is  his  name  whereby 
he  shall  be  called,  the  Lord  our  Righteousness. 

These  words  are  ordered  to  be  read  in  our  churches  annually 
on  this  day,  the  Sunday  before  Advent.  Doubtless,  they 
have  been  chosen,  as  suited  to  express  the  feelings  of  Chris- 
tians at  this  season,  when  we  celebrate  the  coming  of  him, 
whose  Divine  Teaching  has  shed  light  upon  our  path,  whose 
word  has  given  the  law  to  our  life,  who — 

“ has  been  made  the  Wisdom  of  God  unto  us,  Righteousness,  and  Sanctifica- 
tion, and  Redemption.” 

And  truly  they  well  describe  the  reign  of  him,  whom  we 
call  the  “ Prince  of  Peace,” — the  “ son  of  David,”  the 
“ righteous  Branch,”  the  King  who  “ reigns”  in  the  hearts 
of  men  and  “ prospers,”  the  fruits  of  whose  kiugdom  are 
“ righteousness,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,” 
who,  wherever  his  gracious  lessons  have  sunk  into  the  hearts 
of  men,  has  inspired  them  with  that  holy  boldness,  that 
devotedness  to  the  service  of  God  and  Man,  that  generous, 
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self-sacrificing  love,  with  which  his  own  spirit  was  filled,  and 
by  a host  of  faithful  followers  in  all  ages  has  maintained 
the  right,  the  good,  and  the  true,  has  “ executed  judgment 
and  justice  in  the  earth.”  With  great  truth,  then,  may  the 
words  of  the  prophet  in  the  text  be  used  as  applicable  to 
this  event ; just  as  many  passages  of  the  Old  Testament  are 
quoted  in  the  Gospels — especially  in  that  of  St.  Matthew — 
as  more  or  less  illustrating  particular  occurrences  in  the  life 
of  Jesus,  though  not  originally  written  by  the  prophets 
themselves  with  any  reference  whatever  to  these. 

For,  that  Jeremiah,  when  speaking  in  these  words  of  “the 
righteous  Branch  ” that  should  be  “ raised  unto  David,”  of 
the  prosperity  and  justice  of  his  reign,  of  the  safety  and 
peace  which  Judah  and  Israel  should  enjoy  under  his  govern- 
ment, and  of  the  name  which  should  be  called  upon  him, 
“ Jehovah  our  righteousness,”  was  not  really  predicting 
the  coming  of  Christ,  to  set  up  his  spiritual  Kingdom  in 
the  earth,  and  reign  and  rule,  by  his  law  of  righteousness, 
and  purity,  and  truth,  and  love,  over  the  hearts  of  all  man- 
kind, is  sufficiently  plain  from  the  words  which  immediately 
follow  the  text,  in  which  he  speaks  of  those  “ coming  days,” 
to  which  his  prophecy  is  pointing,  as  a time  when  the 
scattered  Jews  of  the  Captivity  should  return  from  Babylon, 
as  they  did  in  former  days  from  Egypt,  and  be  once  more 
settled  in  their  own  land. 

“ Therefore,  hehold ! the  days  come,  saith  Jehovah,  that  they  shall  no  more 
say,  1 Jehovah  liveth,  which  brought  up  the  children  of  Israel  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt’ ; but  * Jehovah  liveth,  which  brought  up  and  which  led  the  seed  of 
the  House  of  Israel  out  of  the  north  country,  and  from  all  countries  whither  I 
had  driven  them ; and  they  shall  dwell  in  their  own  land.” 

The  prophet  is  here  announcing  evidently  the  setting  up 
of  a temporal  kingdom,  at  the  end  of  that  dreary  time  of 
trouble,  in  which  the  Jewish  people,  humbled  by  severe 
chastisement,  should  at  length  be  restored  to  the  Divine 
Favour,  and,  inhabiting  once  more  the  “ pleasant  land,”  as 
the  Book  of  David  calls  it,  which  “ Jehovah  swore  unto 
their  fathers  to  give  them,”  should  enter  on  a time  of  glory, 
such  as  they  had  never  yet  seen,  or  had  only  had  faintly 
shadowed  forth  to  them  in  the  traditionary  splendour 
of  David’s  reign — when  they  should  lord  it  over  all  the 
nations,  at  least  of  the  region  roundabout,  under  their 
triumphant  king,  the  Messiah,  first,  and  then  under  a 
succession  of  princes  of  David’s  line,  whose  reign  should  be 
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prolonged  for  ever  and  ever.  Hence,  in  the  words  imme- 
diately before  the  text,  the  prophet  says — 

“ I will  gather  the  remnant  of  my  flock  out  of  all  countries  whither  I have 
driven  them,  and  will  bring  them  again  to  their  folds ; and  they  shall  be  fruit- 
ful and  increase.  And  I will  set  up  shepherds  over  them,  which  shall  feed 
them ; and  they  shall  fear  no  more,  nor  be  dismayed,  neither  shall  they  be 
lacking,  saith  Jehovah.” 

We  read  in  the  text,  as  it  stands  in  our  English  version, — 

“ And  this  is  his  name  whereby  he  shall  be  called,  The  Lord  our  Righteous- 
ness.” 

And  many  a sermon  has  been  preached  on  these  words, 
without  any  consideration  of  the  context  in  wdiich  they 
stand,  as  if  these  alone  furnished  out  of  the  Old  Testament 
the  most  decisive  proof  of  the  Divinity  of  Christ.  Thus, 
for  instance,  Mr.  Scott  says — 

Though  descended  from  David  according  to  the  flesh,  he  would  be  indeed 
Jehovah,  God  in  human  nature,  One  with  the  Father;  and  he  would  be  called 
by  all  believers,  ‘ Our  Righteousness’;  for  they  are  ‘ made  the  righteousness  of 
God  in  him.’  Christ  is  Jehovah,  and  in  every  sense  ‘ Our  Righteousness.’ 

But  the  Divine  Truths  of  Christianity  can  never  be  main- 
tained in  this  way,  by  taking  a few  words  like  these  out  of 
their  proper  connection,  and  making  them  bear  the  weight 
of  such  momentous  arguments.  It  is  a dangerous  process 
this,  which  may  at  any  time  react  on  those  who  practise  it, 
producing  in  them,  first,  doubt,  as  to  some  one  particular 
point  in  question — then  distrust,  as  to  the  real  value  of  all 
such  teaching  — then  positive  indifference,  contempt,  un- 
belief. If,  in  fact,  we  turn  to  another  chapter  of  Jeremiah, 
xxxiii.  15,16,  we  read  the  following  words,  almost  identical 
with  those  of  the  text  before  us,  but,  as  you  will  perceive, 
with  one  important  difference : — 

“ In  those  days,  and  at  that  time,  will  I cause  the  Branch  of  Righteousness 
to  grow  up  unto  David;  and  he  shall  execute  judgment  and  righteousness  in 
the  land.  In  those  days  shall  Judah  be  saved,  and  Jerusalem  shall  dwell 
safely : and  this  is  the  name  wherewith  she  shall  be  called,  The  Lord  our 
Righteousness.” 

When  we  turn  to  the  same  pious  commentator,  Mr.  Scott, 
to  see  what  he  says  about  this  passage,  we  find  the  following 
note : — 

In  chap.xxiii.5,6, — the  words  of  our  text — “ The  Lord  our  Righteousness  " 
is  given  as  the  name  of  the  Messiah;  but  here  the  Church  is  thus  called.  Tho 
privilege,  in  which  above  all  others  she  glories,  is  that  Jehovah  is  her  Righte- 
ousness ; and  this  is  the  peculiarity,  which  distinguishes  true  believers  from  all 
other  persons  on  earth.” 
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While  Matthew  Henry  says — 

“ Here  the  city  is  called  ‘ the  Lord  our  Righteousness,’  because  they  glory 
in  Jehovah  as  their  Righteousness.  . . . The  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  shall  have 
this  name  of  the  Messiah  so  much  in  their  mouths,  that  they  shall  themselves 
be  called  by  it.” 

And  Bishop  Pearson  says  that  * the  simplest  interpretation  ’ 
of  the  words  in  this  latter  text  is — 

he  who  shall  call  her — he  which  calleth  Jerusalem — is  the  Lord  our  Righteous- 
ness, that  is,  Christ — 

which  is  merely  to  pervert,  for  a dogmatic  purpose,  the  plain 
meaning  of  the  Scripture  writer  in  this  place. 

The  Greek  Septuagint  Version,  that  which  (as  you  know) 
is  habitually  quoted  by  St.  Paul,  and  on  that  account  is 
regarded  by  mauy  as  of  the  highest  authority, — even  superior 
(some  think)  to  that  of  the  Hebrew  Text,  which  we  now 
possess,  where  the  two  differ, — omits  the  latter  passage 
altogether,  and  indeed  the  whole  latter  half  of  the  chapter 
in  which  it  occurs : while  in  the  former  passage,  that  before 
us  in  the  text,  it  translates — 

“ And  this  is  his  name,  which  the  Lord  shall  call  him,  Josedech  in  the  prophets.” 

These  are  instances  of  the  important  variations,  to  which 
I referred  last  Sunday,  as  existing  between  the  oldest  Ver- 
sions of  the  Bible  and  the  Hebrew  Text,  the  publication 
of  which  brought  upon  Bishop  Walton  the  charge  of  having 
“ offered  horrible  and  outrageous  violence  to  the  Sacred 
Verity.” 

But  the  fact  is,  that  the  name  in  question,  ‘ The  Lord 
our  Righteousness/  is  not  meant  by  the  prophet  as  the 
actual  name  of  any  person  or  place.  It  is  rather  a kind  of 
motto,  which  sums  up  in  one  short  clause  the  source  of 
Israel’s  strength,  the  ground  of  Israel’s  hope:  it  is  a word 
which  may  be  spoken  over  both  Jerusalem  and  its  king, 
which  might  be  written,  as  it  were,  upon  their  banner, 
'Jehovah  is  our  Righteousness!’  ‘ By  Jehovah’s  Mercy 
shall  we  be  justified  in  the  day  of  judgment,  in  the  great 
conflict  which  is  coming : by  Jehovah’s  faithfulness  shall 
we  be  delivered  from  our  enemies  : by  Jehovah’s  Love  shall 
we  be  crowned  with  never-ending  felicity.’  This  is  what 
the  Jewish  prophet  really  meant,  that  (as  the  Psalmist  says) 
“ in  Jehovah’s  name  would  they  set  up  their  banners,” — 
“ in  the  Lord  Jehovah  they  would  have  righteousness  r.nd 
strength,” — that,  though  the  tabernacle  of  David  had  fallen, 
it  should  yet  be  raised  again  from  the  dust,  and  sot  up  in 
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splendour  and  glory  for  ever.  For  their  God  was  Jehovah, 
the  Living  God,  the  God  of  their  Fathers,  who  would  be 
also  the  God  of  their  children — and  not  like  the  dead  idols 
of  the  heathen.  He  would  yet  rescue  His  people,  would 
right  the  faithful  and  true  of  heart  among  them,  and  make 
the  boasting  heathen  nations  round  confess,  while  they  felt 
His  Power,  that  the  God  of  Israel  had  not  forsaken  them. 

So  Moses,  we  are  told,  built  an  altar,  and  called  the  name 
of  it,  ‘ Jehovah  Nissi,’  that  is,  ‘ The  Lord  is  my  Banner ! ’ 
E.xvii.15;  where  the  name  is  a title  or  motto,  as  it  were, 
expressing  that  in  Jehovah’s  Strength,  in  dependence  on 
Jehovah’s  Help  and  Blessing,  that  altar  was  set  up.  So 
also  Gideon  ‘ built  an  altar  unto  Jehovah,’  and  called  it 
( Jehovah- Shalom,’  that  is,  ‘ The  Lord  is  Peace!’;  and  the 
prophecies  of  Ezekiel  are  closed  with  these  words — 

And  the  name  of  the  city  from  that  day  shall  be  ‘ Jehovah  Shammab,’  that  is, 

‘ Jehovah  is  there.’ 

In  all  these  cases  the  names  are  evidently  mottoes,  as  it 
were,  or  watchwords,  describing  the  spirit  in  which  the  acts 
in  question  were  done,  or  the  hopes,  that  were  attached  to 
them,  conceived.  And  this,  indeed,  was  a common  practice 
with  the  Hebrews  in  giving  names  to  persons  and  places, 
the  names  very  often  signifying  some  act  or  attribute  of 
Jehovah,  of  which  the  name  was  a perpetual  reminder. 

Setting  aside,  then,  as  unsound  and  untenable,  the  usual 
interpretation  of  the  text  before  us,  as  we  find  it  among 
writers  of  the  traditionary  school,  let  us  now  enquire  in 
what  sense  these  words,  “ The  Lord  our  Righteousness ! ” 
may  be  justly  regarded  as  the  watchword  of  the  Christian 
Religion — rather,  of  the  Protestant  form  of  that  Religion — 
as  the  banner-token  of  the  Reformation. 

(i)  Jehovah  is  our  Righteousness,  because  it  is  He,  the 
Living  God,  that  “ justifieth  us,”  that  freely  forgives  our 
sins  for  His  Name’s  sake.  Sinful  as  we  are  in  ourselves,  we 
must  ‘ put  our  whole  trust  in  His  Mercy,’  which  He  has 
declared  to  us  so  freely  by  ten  thousand  gracious  messages, 
which  the  lips  of  our  brethren,  touched  by  His  Spirit,  have 
brought  to  us,  above  all,  which  the  Son  of  Man  has  pub- 
lished in  the  Everlasting  Gospel — nay,  which  in  our  best 
moments,  our  moments  of  faith,  and  hope,  and  love — aye, 
and  of  spiritual  sorrow — we  may  hear  whispered  within  onr 
hearts  by  the  Spirit  of  our  Father.  We  remember  how  the 
great  Reformer  Luther,  in  his  earlier  days,  lay  at  one  time 


iu  deep  despondency,  burdened  with  the  consciousness  of  sin, 
groaning  under  the  load  of  his  sense  of  guiltiness — so  that, 
as  one  writes  of  him — 

Often  was  he  seen  at  the  foot  of  the  altar,  his  hands  clasped,  his  eyes,  full  of 
tears,  raised  towards  Heaven,  earnestly  beseeching  pardon;  often,  on  returning 
to  his  cell  for  the  night,  he  would  kneel  at  the  foot  of  his  bed,  and  remain  there 
until  day-break, — 

and  how,  when  all  other  means  had  failed,  a simple  monk 
brought  consolation  and  peace  to  his  troubled  heart,  by 
simply  breathing  in  his  ear,  ‘ I believe  in  the  forgiveness  of 
sins,’ — by  just  bringing  that  home  to  him  as  a reality,  which 
he  had  hitherto  been  merely  repeating  as  an  article  of  a 
creed.  In  one  place,  in  fact,  Luther  writes  of  himself  as 
follows : — 

Even  when  I was  at  school,  in  studying  the  epistles  of  St.  Paul,  I was  seized 
with  the  most  ardent  desire  to  understand  what  the  apostle  meant  in  his  epistle 
to  the  Romans.  One  single  phrase  stopped  me:  ‘ In  that  is  revealed  Justitia 
Dei,  the  righteousness  of  God.’  I hated  this  expression  Justitia  Dei,  because, 
according  to  the  custom  of  doctois,  I had  learned  to  understand  by  it  that 
righteousness  whereby  God  Himself  is  just,  and  punishes  the  unjust  and  sinners. 
Now  I,  who  led  the  life  of  a harmless  monk,  and  who  yet  felt  painfully  within 
me  the  uneasy  conscience  of  a sinner,  without  being  able  to  attam  an  idea  as  to 
the  satisfaction  I might  offer  up  to  God,— I did  not  love,  nay,  to  say  the  truth, 
I hated  this  just  God,  the  punisher  of  sin.  I was  indignant  against  Him,  and 
gave  silent  utterance  to  murmuring,  if  not  altogether  to  blasphemy.  1 said  to 
myself — ‘ Is  it  not,  then,  enough  that  wretched  sinners,  already  eternally 
damned  for  orginal  sin,  should  be  overwhelmed  with  so  many  calamities  by  the 
decrees  of  the  Decalogue,  but  must  God  add  further  misery  to  misery  by  His 
Gospel,  menacing  us  even  there  with  His  justice  and  His  anger?  It  was  thus 
the  trouble  of  my  conscience  carried  me  away,  and  I always  came  back  to  the 
same  passage.  At  last  I perceived  that  the  ‘ righteousness  of  God  ’ is  that 
whereby  the  just  man — the  man  that  is  made  righteous  or  justified — lives,  that  is 
to  say,  faith ; and  1 then  saw  that  the  meaning  of  the  passage  was  this:  ‘ The 
Gospel  reveals  the  righteousness  of  God,  whereby  the  Merciful  God  justifies  us 
by  faith.’  Thereupon  I felt  as  if  born  again,  and  it  seemed  to  me  as  if  Heaven’s 
gates  stood  full  open  before  me,  and  that  I was  joyfully  entering  therein. 
Michelet’s  Luther,  p.13. 

(ii)  Yes,  Luther  iu  that  hour  perceived  that  ‘ Jehovah  is 
our  Righteousness/  not  only  because  He  forgives  our  sins, 
but  because  He  gives  us  a righteousness — He  makes  us 
righteous — He  enables  us  to  stand  up,  sinful  though  we  are, 
as  righteous  creatures,  and  claim  as  children  our  Father’s 
Love.  Not  for  any  merits  or  doings  of  our  own  are  we 
thus  ‘justified/  but  of  His  own  free  grace,  of  which  He  has 
given  us  the  promise  abundantly  in  the  Gospel,  by  the  lips 
of  Jesus  Christ  himself,  and  by  the  testimony  of  His  apostles, 
and  given  us  the  pledge  by  His  Spirit,  present  with  us  con- 
tinually and  in  the  hearts  of  our  brethren,  “ working  in  us 
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both  to  will  and  to  do  after  God’s  good  pleasure.”  We  are 
to  trust  in  God’s  Love  to  us,  simply  because  He  is  our 
Father,  our  faithful  Creator, — who  having  made  us  what 
we  are,  Laving  quickened  us  with  the  desire  to  know  and 
love  and  serve  Him  more  fully,  and  cast  off  the  burden  of 
corruption,  which  still  oppresses  us, — will  not  be  wanting  to 
the  work  of  His  own  hands,  will  carry  on  and  complete  it, 
will  not  disappoint  nor  deceive  the  hearts  of  His  children. 

“ The  gifts  and  calling  of  God  are  without  repentance.” 

(iii)  And,  thirdly,  “ Jehovah  is  our  Righteousness” — the 
Living  God  Himself  will  save  us, — not  the  Bible,  which 
teaches  us  about  Him,  and  brings  messages  to  our  souls  from 
Him, — not  the  Church,  whose  office  it  is  to  sound  on  the 
tidings  of  His  Love  from  age  to  age,  to  spread  it  wide  from 
pole  to  pole,  and  not  to  usurp  the  place  of  God,  “ sitting  as 
God  in  the  Temple  of  God,”  laying  down  the  law  to  men, 
as  if  in  the  name  of  God,  binding  and  loosing,  cursing, 
excommunicating,  as  if  its  voice  were  infallible,  the  very 
utterance  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  No!  we  need  no  pompous 
ritual,  no  ^ceremonies,  no  priest,  no  earthly  mediator,  to 
bring  us  near  to  God.  ‘ The  Lord  is  our  Righteousness,’ 
and  all  the  priestly  censures  or  Church  anathemas  in  the 
world  shall  never  bar  out  the  poor  sinful  child  from  its 
Father’s  Presence,  shall  never  prevent  it  from  going  upon 
its  knees  and  saying,  * Father,  I have  sinned  against  Heaven 
and  before  Thee,’  shall  never  check  the  burst  of  joy  among 
the  blessed  ones  of  heaven  over  that  broken-hearted  penitent, 
though  they  may,  indeed,  with  their  accursed  influences 
prevent  the  gracious  sounds  of  Mercy  from  reaching  that 
poor  sinner’s  heart,  and  send  him, — as  it  must  be  feared, 
they  have  sent  many — bitterly  mourning,  doubting,  half- 
despairing,  to  the  grave.  And  when  I speak  of  priestly 
influences  such  as  these,  I do  not  mean  those  exclusively,  or 
those  even  chiefly,  which  may  be  exercised  in  the  Church  of 
Rome.  Far  from  it ! I doubt  not  that  multitudes  of  pious 
priests  in  that  Church  are  daily  leading  souls  in  the  way  of 
life,  are  speaking  true  words  of  comfort  and  hope  to  their 
weary  brethren,  are  bringing  the  cordials  of  God’s  Love  in 
the  Gospel  to  pour  into  their  wounds  and  refresh  their 
drooping  spirits.  But  I speak  of  the  real  priestly  spirit, 
wherever  it  is  found,  in  or  out  of  the  Church  of  Rome, — 
which  makes  one  fellowman  assume  the  place  of  one  holier, 
or  nearer,  to  God,  than  his  brethren, — assume  to  bo  not 


merely  their  helper  and  guide  it  may  be,  but  the  hud  over 
their  faith,  the  arbiter  even  of  their  eternal  destiny, — to 
make  himself,  his  own  personal  views  of  Divine  Truth,  or 
those  which  lie  believes  to  be  the  views  of  his  Church,  the 
measure  of  another’s  fitness  to  be  reckoned,  or  not,  as  a 
member  of  the  Family  of  God. 

No  ! ‘ the  Lord  is  our  Righteousness’ : and  I remember, 
how,  in  early  life,  I had  the  meaning  of  this  text  very 
strikingly  illustrated.  I was  visiting  the  deathbed  of  an 
old  greyheaded  man,  whose  lot  had  been  cast  among  the 
poorest  of  the  parish  in  which  I then  lived.  Constantly 
present  in  God’s  House  on  Sunday,  on  the  weekday  earning 
his  scanty  daily  bread  by  labour  upon  the  roads,  he  was 
approaching  nearer  to  that  awful  moment,  when  from  the 
wretched  penury,  the  squalor  and  misery,  of  his  hard  lot 
here,  he  should  pass  into  the  unimaginable  glories  of  the 
more  immediate  presence  of  God,  and  see  with  eye  unveiled 
the  things,  which  the  wisest,  holiest,  highest-mounted  minds 
on  earth  have  only  glimpsed  at — 

“ which  eye  of  mortal  man  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  has  it  entered 
into  man’s  heart  to  conceive,  hut  which  God  ha6  laid  up  for  them  that  wait  for 
Him.” 

I had  missed  him  from  his  place  in  Church,  and  heard  that 
he  was  dying,  and  went,  as  I have  said,  to  visit  him,  where 
he  lay  all  alone  in  his  little  chamber,  untended,  as  it  seemed, 
by  friend  or  relative,  though  not  altogether  uncared  for  by 
human  kindness.  I spoke  with  him,  as  a young  clergyman 
would  naturally  do  in  such  a case : but  the  rules  of  pastoral 
visitation,  which  I had  learned  at  that  time  to  practise, 
required  me  to  assure  myself  that  he  was  “ building  on  the 
right  foundation,”  that  he  could  give  a sufficiently  clear 
account  of  his  faith,  could  repeat  the  shibboleth  which  in 
the  view  of  most  religionists  of  that  day,  and  perhaps  even 
of  this,  were  deemed  absolutely  essential  for  acceptance  with 
God.  I pressed,  therefore,  the  poor  old  man  with  question 
after  question,  desiring  to  ascertain  the  soundness  of  his 
faith,  upon  at  least  some  points  which  were  regarded  as  of 
primary  importance  in  the  ( orthodox  ’ creed  of  that  day. 
And  finding  that  his  answers  were  not  quite  as  satisfactory 
as  that  creed  demanded,  I began  to  speak  more  seriously, 
and  dwelt  on  the  danger  of  not  having  a right  faith,  of  not 
holding  the  truths  which  were  necessary  to  salvation — till 
at  last,  perplexed  and  distressed,  he  burst  into  tears  and  said, 
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‘ 0 sir ! I don’t  know  what  you  mean  : I only  know  that 
God  is  with  me  all  day  long.’  That  night  he  was  at  home 
with  God. 

Yes  ! “ the  Lord  ” was  his  “ Righteousness  ” ! I went 
away  silenced,  humbled,  edified,  and  feeling  that,  for  the 
child  to  throw  itself  upon  its  Father’s  Bosom,  is  all  that  is  « 
really  needed  between  our  souls  and  the  Living  God.  As 
one  has  well  said  (Dr.  Young)  : — 

The  germ  of  new  divine  life  in  any  human  mind  is  trust,  a penitent  turniug 
of  the  heart  to  God,  a simple,  humble  faith  in  God’s  forgiveness.  This  is  the 
earlj-  promise  and  the  cause  of  a profound  change  within.  This  is  saving 
faith;  not  because  it  secures  a formal  legal  acquittal  from  the  Great  Judge, 
about  which  we  know  and  can  know  nothing,  but  on  a far  more  intelligible  and 
true  ground,  because  it  really  saves  our  nature — turns  it  right  away  from  the 
death  it  was  confronting,  and  right  towards  God,  who  is  our  only  life.  . . What 
the  sinner  most  needs  is  not  to  be  pardoned : that  may  be  his  first,  but  it  ought 
to  be  his  least,  concern,  respecting  which  there  is  no  reasonable  ground  for  fear 
or  doubt.  What  lie  most  needs  is,  not  to  be  pardoned  merely,  but  to  be  changed 
in  himself,  to  be  set  really  right,  his  face  and  his  heart  turned  towards  God, 
converted  to  God. 

(iv)  Yes,  for  “ the  Lord  is  our  Righteousness”  without 
reference  to  our  belief,  our  views,  whether  broad  or  narrow, 
whether  clear  or  bright,  of  those  grand,  sublime  truths, 
which  are,  as  it  were,  the  stars  in  the  firmament  of  huma- 
nity. Doubtless,  for  us  to  see  with  as  much  clearness  as  our 
limited  nature  will  admit  of,  our  relation  to  the  Highest, 
and  so  much  of  His  Infinite  Being  as  can  be  reflected  in  the 
soul  of  man,  in  the  history  of  the  race,  in  the  life  and 
experience  of  each  individual,  is  the  greatest  privilege,  the 
choicest  possession,  that  we  can  possibly  enjoy : it  is  that 
wisdom  “ which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth,”  which — 

“ is  more  precious  than  rubies,  and  all  the  things  thou  canst  desire  are  not  to 
be  compared  with  it.” 

It  is  also,  we  must  see  and  feel,  the  special  inheritance, 
not  so  much  of  the  brilliant  intellect  as  of  the  pure  heart. 

So  imperfect  ai’e  our  words,  in  dealing)  with  such  subjects, 
that  one  who  has  been  taught  from  childhood  the  most  per- 
lect  creed,  and  thinks  that  in  the  possession  of  that  he  has 
the  key  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  has  entrance  into  the 
spiritual  world,  into  the  world  of  truth,  of  light,  of  life,  may 
be  farther  oft’,  by  reason  of  some  moral  obliquity,  perhaps 
some  moral  weakness  merely,  from  communion  with  those 
realities,  than  another  whom  he  regards  as  unenlightened, 
unsound,  heretical.  But,  whether  more  or  less  enlightened, 
whether  sound  or  unsound,  whether  orthodox  or  heretical, 


ill  the  ecclesiastical  sense  of  the  creeds,  let  us  he  sure  that 
the  ” honest  and  good  heart,”  of  which  our  Lord  speaks — 
the  man  who  is  sincere  according  to  his  light,  who  is  faithful 
even  in  that  which  is  least,  who  follows  the  voice  which  he 
believes  to  be  the  voice  of  duty, — who  is  true  to  himself, 
and  thereby  is  true  to  his  Creator, — has  the  righteousness  of 
that  “ Faithful  Creator”  for  his  refuge  and  his  shield,  aye, 
and  his  exceeding  great  reward.  All  the  holiness  and  purity, 
all  the  equity  and  goodness,  of  the  Infinite  God  are  engaged 
on  his  behalf — 

“ to  deliver  him  from  every  evil  work,  and  to  preserve  him  unto  His  heavenly 
kingdom.” 

But  if  it  is  true,  as  it  undoubtedly  is,  that  even  ‘ heretics,’ 
— that  is,  those  who  maintain  opinions  about  God,  which 
the  majority  of  the  Christian  world  condemn  as  false, — may 
yet  be  nearer  to  God,  nearer  to  the  Truth,  than  many  of 
the  most  orthodox,  because  their  hearts  are  more  pure,  their 
lives  more  sincere,  more  true  to  their  principles,  their  wills 
more  subdued  to  what  they  believe  to  be  right,  we  may  be 
sure  also  that  in  the  heathen  world,  as  among  the  wild  men 
around  us,  those  who  are  good  in  their  own  sense  ot  the 
word,  that  is,  who  are  faithful  in  their  measure  to  such 
views  of  right  and  duty  as  have  been  vouchsafed  to  them, 
are  not  unacceptable  to  Our  Common  Father,  are  not  ex- 
commumcated  from  His  Favour,  are  not  without  Divine 
Guidance,  blessed  influences  from  the  upper  sphere.  Not 
by  their  wTorks,  not  by  their  own  Righteousness,  not  by 
“ the  Law  or  Sect  which  any  men  profess,”  shall  they  be 
saved,  any  more  than  we,  by  our  works  or  by  our  faith : but 
by  grace  are  we  all  saved — by  the  free  mercies  and  infinite 
Loving-kindnesses  of  God  our  Father,  declared  to  us  in  the 
Gospel  of  Christ.  And  the  Lord  is  the  Righteousness  of 
these  blind  ignorant  heathens,  as  well  as  of  us,  enlightened 
Christians.  For  Perfect  Equity,  which  is  the  same  with 
Perfect  Love,  sits,  we  know,  upon  the  Throne  of  Power,  and 
“ in  that  day  ” will  reward  us  all  according  to  our  works, 
according  to  the  blessings  we  have  enjoyed  and  the  use 
which  we  have  made  of  them. 

But  now,  if  indeed  we  know  that  precious  truth  as  the 
essence  of  Christ’s  Gospel,  that  ‘ the  Lord  is  our  Righteous- 
ness,’— that  He,  as  Bishop  Andrewes  has  said,  is — 

“ before  us  to  prevent,  behind  us  to  restore,  roundabout  us  to  be  our  refuge  and 
our  dwelling-place,” — 
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we  may  use  the  prophet’s  words,  and  say  that,  in  the  days  of 
Christ’s  kingdom,  this  shall  be  the  watchword  of  every 
heart,  “ Judah  shall  be  saved,  and  Israel  shall  dwell  safely.” 
The  consciousness,  that  we  have  One  above  who  will  justify 
us,  who  will  take  our  part,  who  will  right  our  cause  and 
deliver  us,  should  be  a constant  support  and  comfort  to  us, 
in  many  of  the  greatest  trials  of  life.  We  need  not,  for 
instance,  stop  bewildered,  as  it  were,  amongst  the  many 
doctrines  and  beliefs  which  echo  on  every  side  of  us  ; we  may 
pass  them  all,  and  throw  ourselves  upon  our  Father’s  Bosom. 
There,  assured  that  He  loves  us,  that  He  knows  our  hearts, 
that  He  appreciates  our  desires  to  know  Him  more  fully,  to 
serve  Him  more  faithfully,  our  longing  to  see  the  Truth,  to 
grasp  it  and  to  maintain  it,  our  steadfast  wish  to  speak 
what  is  true,  what  is  right,  before  Him,  our  hope  to  help 
our  brethren  also,  if  it  may  be,  out  of  the  slough  of  doubt 
and  unbelief  ou  to  the  Everlasting  Rock  of  Truth  and  Good- 
ness,— there,  I say,  we  may  look  out  in  calmness  and  in 
patience  to  see  the  clouds  roll  away  from  many  speculative 
questions,  which  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  face  at 
all,  if  we  thought  that  our  eternal  happiness  or  misery 
depended  upon  our  taking  this  or  that  particular  view  con- 
cerning them.  And  should  our  fellow-Christians  condemn 
us,  because  we  do  not  see  eye  to  eye  with  them  on  these 
matters, — should  they  even  cast  us  out  of  their  company  and 
look  upon  us  as  “ common  and  unclean,” — it  is  enoitgh  if  we 
know  that  God  counts  not  one  of  His  children,  whom  He 
lias  cleansed  “ by  the  washing  of  water  by  His  Word,”  a 
thing  unclean.  “ The  Lord  is  our  Righteousness,”  before 
Whom,  as  our  Heavenly  Master,  we  must  all  stand  or  fall ; 
nay,  we  shall  stand,  if  we  are  faithful  to  the  light  vouch- 
safed to  us,  for  God  is  able  to  hold  us  up.  If  we  seek  to 
“ walk  in  the  light,  as  He  is  in  the  light,”  whatever  men 
may  say  of  us,  “ we  shall  have  fellowship  with  God,  and  the 
blood  of  Jesus  Christ  His  Son” — the  Divine  Love  poured 
out  towards  us  in  the  life  and  death  of  the  Son  of  Man — 
“ shall  cleanse  us  from  all  sin,”  “ shall  purge  our  consciences 
from  dead  works  to  serve  the  Living  God.”  Only  let  us 
remember  that  our  King  is  the  Prince  of  Peace.  Differences 
there  may  be  in  his  Kingdom  : differences  there  must  be, 
wherever  there  is  life  in  a Church,  not  a mere  dead  formalism, 
wherever  human  souls  are  seeking  after  God,  are  climbing 
towards  the  Light,  are  using  the  different  powers,  with 
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which  they  are  gifted,  for  the  discovery  of  Truth.  But  in 
the  reign  of  the  Messiah,  we  are  told,  “ the  wolf  shall  dwell 
with  the  lamb,  and  the  leopard  shall  lie  down  with  the  kid.” 
And  so  shall  it  be  in  Christ’s  Kingdom,  when  the  true 
spirit  of  that  Kingdom  is  fully  realised, — when  we  recognise 
that  not  by  the  correctness  of  his  creed  is  a Christian  known, 
but  by  his  conformity  to  the  spirit  of  Christ, — when  they 
that  love  Him  that  begat  will  love  also  all  that  is  begotten 
of  Him,  all  goodness  and  truth,  wherever  they  see  it — when 
the  only  tests,  that  shall  be  applied  to  define  the  limits  of 
Christian  communion,  shall  be  these, — “ The  Lord  knoweth 
them  that  are  His,”  and  “ Let  all  those,  who  name  the 
name  of  Christ,  depart  from  iniquity.” 
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Rom. xiii.  11-14.  And  that,  knowing  the  time,  that  now  it  is  high 
time  to  awahce  out  of  sleep  ; for  now  is  our  salvation  nearer 
than  when  we  believed.  The  night  is  far  spent : the  day 
is  at  hand : let  us  therefore  cast  off  the  works  of  darkness, 
and  let  us  put  on  the  armour  of  light.  Let  us  walk  honestly 
as  in  the  day,  not  in  rioting  and  drunkenness,  not  in 
chambering  and  wantonness,  not  in  strife  and  envying. 
But  put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  make  not  pro- 
vision for  the  flesh  to  fulfil  the  lusts  thereof. 

No  doubt,  St.  Paul,  when  he  speaks  here  of  our  “ salvation 
being  near,”  of  the  “ dajr  being  at  hand,”  had  before  him 
the  idea,  which  was  so  generally  held  in  the  Apostolic  times, 
of  the  immediate  personal  coming  of  Christ.  But  the  words 
of  the  text  are  not  the  less  true  on  this  account — not  the 
less  needful  to  be  heard  by  us  and  listened  to,  as  from  year 
to  year  the  Church  brings  them  round,  and  sets  them  before 
us  in  her  services.  We  hear  in  them  the  voice  of  a great 
captain  in  the  host  of  God.  Like  the  sound  of  a clarion 
ringing  in  our  ears,  they  summon  us  to  daily  life  and  duty, 
that  we  may  shake  off  the  sloth  of  sin,  and  rise  to  the  work 
to  which  our  Lord  and  Leader  has  called  us,  for  which  our 
Great  Creator  lias  fashioned  us. 

That  fancy  of  the  primitive  Church,  that  the  Son  of  Man 
would  soon  be  revealed  in  visible  form,  in  that  very  age  in 
which  they  lived,  has  indeed  passed  away.  Like  other  notions 


of  that  early  time, — like  that  which  kept  St.  Peter  so  long  a 
slave  to  his  Jewish  prejudices,  and  even  brought  the  apostle 
Barnabas  to  “ dissemble  with  him,”  in  opposition  to  his 
fellow-labourer  and  bosom  friend,  St.  Paul, — it  was  but  a 
consequence  of  their  seeing  things  as  yet  but  as  “ through 
a glass  darkly,”  or  dimly  at  the  best,  and  treating  as  truth 
divinely  revealed,  as  positive  certainty,  what  atter  all,  we 
now  plainly  see,  was  rather  the  offspring  of  their  own 
imaginations,  and  often  of  their  prejudices.  This  idea,  1 
repeat,  of  the  apostle,  as  implied  in  the  text  before  us,  has 
not  been  realized — at  least,  not  in  the  way  in  which  he  him- 
self expected  it  in  this  part  of  his  ministry.  St.  Paul,  in  due 
time,  passed  by  a martyr’s  bloody  death  into  the  rest  pre- 
pared for  all  those  who  had  fought  the  good  fight,  and 
fiuished  their  course  of  faith  on  earth.  lie  was  not  “ alive 
and  remaining,”  as  he  once  believed  he  should  be,  till  the 
coming  of  his  Lord.  He  was  not  even  alive  at  the  occur- 
rence of  that  great  event,  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  by 
reference  to  which  so  many  explain  away  the  passages, 
which  speak  of  a speedy  coming  of  Christ.  He  was  put  to 
death  some  years  before  that  time ; aud  therefore  in  no 
sense  was  his  expectation  fulfilled  in  all  the  details,  with 
which  his  fancy  had  clothed  it,  and  which  he  sets  forth 
again  and  again,  in  very  graphic  and  impressive  language, 
in  several  of  his  epistles. 

Yet  was  there  truth,  eternal  truth,  lying  at  the  bottom 
of  that  expectation — truth,  which  was  true  for  him  our 
fellowman,  which  is  true  for  me,  for  you,  for  us  all,  true  for 
all  human  beings,  true  for  us  all  as  men,  in  all  places  and  all 
ages  of  the  world.  There  is  a day  of  God  which  is  coming, 
when  all  mere  shows  and  false  pretences  shall  be  stripped 
away  from  our  lives  and  doings,  from  our  very  selves ; and 
we  shall  see,  and  be  seen,  as  we  truly  are,  in  the  Light  of 
God.  We  do  not  need  the  Bible  to  convince  us  of  this. 
We  know  it  in  ourselves : we  know  and  feel  it  to  be  true  in 
our  consciences.  We  are  sure  that  the  lies  and  mockeries 
of  this  life  will  not  last  for  ever, — that  the  flimsy  coverings, 
with  which  men  seek  to  cover  up  the  guilt  and  shame  of 
their  false  actions,  from  others’  eyes  and  from  their  own, 
will  one  day  be  rent  asunder,  and  the  naked  reality  will  be 
exposed  of  their  hidden  life,  of  the  covetous  thoughts,  the 
evil  and  bitter  thoughts,  the  unclean  thoughts,  the  dishonest 
thoughts,  the  hateful  abominations  of  every  kind,  which 
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they  have  perhaps  been  cherishing  and  indulging  in  secret 
all  along,  while  they  bore  a fair  character  before  the  world, 
and  claimed  to  be  considered  true  men. 

"We  know  not  how  this  shall  be:  we  know  not  when  or 
where  it  shall  be.  St.  Paul  himself  was  led  astray,  as  we 
see,  when  he  tried  to  picture  to  his  own  mind,  and  to  paint 
before  the  eyes  of  others,  these  details  of  the  Eternal  Truth. 
But  the  heart  of  every  thoughtful  man  or  woman  witnesses 
beyond  a doubt  to  this,  that  we  shall  one  day  be  brought 
face  to  face  with  the  Lord  of  our  spirits, — we  shall  have  our 
actions  tried  by  that  perfect  Law,  which  we  know  of,  which 
is  inwardly  revealed  to  us,  the  Law  of  Righteousness,  and 
Purity,  and  Truth,  and  Love.  From  that  Law  men  may 
hide  their  faces  now : they  may  refuse  to  look  at  it : they 
may  stupefy  their  consciences  with  “ rioting  and  drunken- 
ness,” with  eating,  drinking,  and  making  merry,  with 
slothful  self-indulgence  or  sluggish  ease.  Or  they  may  give 
themselves  up  to  “ chambering  and  wantonness,”  and  waste 
the  strength  and  substance  of  their  spirits’  life  in  riotous 
living,  amidst  sensual  passions  and  lascivious  pleasures.  Or 
they  may  spend  their  time  in  “ strife  and  envying,”  in 
greedy  efforts  to  amass  wealth,  or  in  the  struggles  of  poli- 
tical ambition.  But,  all  this  while,  they  carry  within  them 
the  witness  that  they  were  made  for  other  things  than 
these — that  they  were  meant  to  live  in  Eternity,  and  in  the 
midst  of  this  life’s  blessings,  cares,  and  labours,  to  be  grow- 
ing in  the  tempers  of  the  children  of  God.  And  they  have 
that  within  them  also  which  tells  them,  as  plainly  as  the 
Bible  tells  them,  that  a day  of  reckoning  is  at  hand  for 
these  things — that,  what  a man  soweth,  he  shall  surely 
reap,  and  they  that  sow  unto  the  flesh — that  “ make  pro- 
vision,” as  the  apostle  says  in  the  text,  “ for  the  lusts  of 
the  flesh,” — shall  of  the  flesh  reap  corruption.  This  voice 
of  the  inner  man  is  often  more  effective  than  that  of  any 
outward  monitor.  It  can  be  heard  at  all  times,  in  all  places 
— at  midday  in  the  bustle  of  the  world,  or  in  the  still  hours 
and  the  silence  of  night — when  the  Bible,  perhaps,  has  been 
laid  upon  the  shelf,  neglected,  forgotten,  unopened.  It  can 
be  heard  even  in  the  very  midst  of  the  sin,  with  its  solemn 
warning,  “The  wages  of  these  things  is  death.” 

Here,  then,  we  stand  on  common  ground  with  St.  Paul, 
and  with  our  fellowmen  of  old  and  of  all  ages.  We  all  expect  a 
judgment,  not  by  favour  or  partiality,  but  a just  and  righteous 
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judgment  according  to  the  truth.  As  our  deeds  have  been 
in  this  life,  so  will  our  portion  be  in  Eternity.  We  expect 
that  those  deeds  will  be  made  manifest  in  “ that  day  ” — 
that  merciful  allowance  will  be  made  for  human  weakness, 
by  Him  who  knows  what  is  in  man,  who  “ knows  our  frame 
and  remembers  that  we  are  but  dust,” — but  that  no  false- 
hood, deceit,  hypocrisy,  which  has  been  cloked  up  in  this 
life,  will  then  be  hidden — that  all  vain  shows  will  be  done 
away,  and  the  naked  truth  of  a man’s  life  be  seen  in  the 
Light  of  Eternity.  And  therefore  so  many  dread  death. 
To  them  it  is  as  the  coming  of  the  Judge.  It  severs  them 
from  the  world  and  the  things  of  time — takes  them  out  of 
the  shadows  of  this  life,  and  briugs  them  into  the  presence 
of  eternal  realities.  And  they  are  unprepared  for  this  : they 
are  bearing  about  them  still  the  “ works  of  darkness  ” : they 
have  not  put  on  the  “ armour  of  light.” 

Happy  shall  we  be,  if,  instead  of  thinking  only  or  chiefly 
of  that  future  judgment,  we  think  of  the  judgment  which  is 
even  now  sroinai:  on,  and  live  with  our  hearts  and  actions 
consciously  laid  bare,  day  by  day,  hour  by  hour,  to  the  eye 
of  God.  We  know  that  they  are  thus  laid  bare,  whether 
we  remember  it  or  not, — that  “ all  things  are  naked  and 
open  in  the  sight  of  Him  with  whom  we  have  to  do.”  But 
to  bear  this  in  mind  daily,  and  act  habitually  under  the 
influence  of  this  thought,  will  take  the  sting  out  of  death. 
Our  Blessed  God  and  Father  means  not  that  death  should 
be  a terror  to  us.  To  the  frail  flesh  it  may  often  be  painful, 
as  any  other  pain  or  trouble  of  this  life  may  be.  And  the 
fear,  arising  from  the  sense  of  bodily  ill,  may  with  some  be 
even  oppressive  and  distressing ; while  others,  perhaps  from 
constitutional  courage,  or  perhaps  from  the  circumstances, 
under  which  they  are  called  to  die,  being  less  formidable, 
may  have  little  of  this  bodily  shrinking  from  the  near 
approach  of  death.  But  this  is  not  the  terror  of  death,  the 
spiritual  dread,  which  arises  from  the  consciousness  of  a 
misspent  life.  Our  God  and  Father  would  have  us  saved 
from  this  bitter  pang.  And  therefore  does  He  stir  our 
hearts  with  His  own  good  Spirit,  and  wake  up  our  fears, 
and  quicken  our  desires,  now  warning  us  of  His  Displea- 
sure, now  whispering  to  us  of  His  Love.  And  such  words 
as  these  in  the  text,  which  He  has  put  it  in  the  heart  of  our 
fellowman  to  utter,  are  the  work  of  the  selfsame  Spirit, 
teaching  him  to  be  a minister  of  God’s  Great  Love  to  us,  as 


we  are  meant  to  be  to  one  another.  And  words  such  as 
these  find  an  echo  in  the  utterances  of  our  own  inner  being. 
In  God’s  own  Light  we  can  see  that  these  words  are  true, 
that  they  bring  a message  to  our  souls  from  the  Spirit  of 
Truth.  In  God’s  Strength  let  us  hear,  as  dear  obedient 
children,  and  seek  to  lay  to  heart  their  meaning. 

“ And  that,  knowing  the  time  ” — says  the  Apostle — 
knowing  for  what  the  present  time  and  opportunity  is  given 
us,  knowing  the  reason  for  which  we  have  been  called,  that 
we  above  all  others  should  be  able  to  look  up  to  Heaven, 
and  say,  “ Our  Father,”  to  Him  who  made  this  glorious 
Universe,  knowing  that  this  grace  is  given  us  not  to  make 
us  slothful,  careless,  selfish,  not  to  make  us  more  secure,  in 
the  assurance  of  our  own  safety,  than  other  men,  but  to 
make  us  more  earnest  and  faithful  in  the  sense  of  this 
infinite  blessing,  to  make  us  more  joyous  and  hopeful  in  our 
work,  more  tender,  loving,  and  compassionate  to  others, 
who  know  not  yet  their  Father’s  Name  as  we  do. 

Yes,  truly,  “ it  is  high  time  to  wake  out  of  sleep.”  The 
best  of  men  are  liable  to  slumber,  while  here  below,  in  this 
world  of  shadows,  awaiting  the  coming  of  “ that  day.”  It 
is  the  “ night  ” time,  says  the  apostle  : for,  though  we  have 
some  light  here,  it  is  but  at  the  best  as  the  shining  of  the 
stars  or  the  full  moon,  to  the  brightness  of  that  day,  when 
we  shall  see  the  Face  of  God  iu'His  Glory.  We  need  to  be 
roused  out  of  sleep ; and  God  has  many  ways  in  His  Wisdom 
for  doing  this.  He  loves  us  all  too  well,  to  suffer  us  to  lie 
still  in  sloth  and  sin  and  perish,  without  speaking  a word  of 
power,  or,  if  need  be,  striking  a blow  of  chastisement,  to 
wake  us.  Church  seasons  also,  such  as  this  of  Advent, 
serve  as  agents  of  His  Providence,  to  stir  and  quicken  the 
hearts  of  His  children.  The  words  of  true-hearted  brothers 
of  our  race  in  other  days,  like  these  of  St.  Paul,  are  brought 
home  from  time  to  time  to  our  hearing.  W e are  made  to 
feel  our  brotherhood  with  such  as  these,  the  brave  and  good 
and  true  of  other  ages.  AVe  arc  made  ashamed  by  their 
example  of  our  own  low  aims,  and  petty  strivings,  and 
miserable  selfishness,  our  own  unfitness  “ to  be  made  par- 
takers ” with  them  “ of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in 
light.” 

For  “ our  salvation  is  nearer  than  when  we  believed,” — 
that  is,  nearer  than  when  we  first  believed, — nearer  than 
when  the  living  words  of  God  first  found  their  wav  home 
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with  power  to  our  hearts,  and  we  looked  up,  and  saw’  with 
our  spirits’  eyes  that  God  was  there,  God  present  in  the  midst 
of  His  Universe,  God  present  to  us.  Can  we  not,  many  of 
us,  remember  well  that  time,  when  the  creeds  of  our  childhood 
ceased  to  be  mere  forms  of  words  for  us,  when  we  began  to 
realize  the  awful  facts  of  the  world  unseen,  when,  in  one 
word,  we  began  to  believe  in  God?  Then  God’s  Spirit 
touched  our  inner  man,  and  we  aw’oke  in  that  moment  to 
new  life.  From  that  hour  to  this,  we  have  never  been  sound 
and  dead  asleep  again.  Wherever  we  have  been,  w’hatever 
we  have  been  doing,  wre  have  carried  about  with  us  the 
recollection,  whether  we  embraced  it  or  strove  to  put  it  from 
us,  that  GOD  IS,  and  is  the  rewarder  of  all  the  good  and 
evil  that  is  done  in  the  world.  But  O ! w'hat  a glorious 
hour  wras  that  first  hour  of  awakened  life  ! — when  the  con- 
sciousness of  a great  hope  came  over  us,  and  we  knew  in 
ourselves  that  we  had  the  high  gifts  of  spiritual  beings,  that 
we  had  work  for  God  to  do  in  the  world,  that  we  must  live 
in  Eternity.  And  we  thought  that  we  would  live  the  lives 
of  true  men,  and  do  battle,  if  need  be,  for  the  good  and  the 
right,  and  run  the  straight  course,  and  fight  the  good  fight, 
till  the  end  should  come,  and  He,  who  had  called  us  into  * 
His  service,  should  summon  us  into  His  joy.  We  thought, 
perhaps,  as  one  has  sung — 

At  least,  not  rotting  like  a weed, 

But,  having  sown  some  generous  seed, 

Fruitful  of  further  thought  and  deed, 

To  pass,  when  life  its  light  withdraws, 

Not  void  of  righteous  self-applause, 

Nor  in  a merely  selfish  cause. 

And  how  is  it  now  ? Time  has  passed  away  since  then  : 
youth  has  changed  into  manhood  with  some,  with  others 
into  old  age,  and  the  feeble  knees  and  failing  frame  pro- 
claim that  the  hour  is  fast  coming  when  no  man  can  work. 

“ Our  salvation  is  nearer  than  when  we  first  believed.” 
Blessed  are  those  among  us,  who  are  able  heartily  and  sin- 
cerely to  say  this, — w’ho  know  that  amidst  human  infirmities, 
shortcomings,  it  may  be  backslidings,  yet  the  main  direc- 
tion, the  set,  of  their  souls  has  been  steadily  forward  in  the 
path  of  duty, — who  have  striven  in  God’s  strength  to  live 
according  to  the  light  vouchsafed  to  them,  to  speak  and  act 
according  to  the  truth  revealed  to  them,  revealed  to  their 
inner  man  by  God’s  Spirit,  the  mighty  Teacher  of  us  all, 
and  who  therefore  may  humbly  hope  for  salvation  in  <f  that 
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day,” — may  hope  that  they  shall  be  saved,  not  from  the  pit 
of  woe  and  bodily  torments,  hat  from  the  Displeasure  of 
their  Heavenly  Father,  from  that  wrath  which  is  declared 
in  our  own  consciences,  as  well  as  in  the  Bible,  against  those 
who  take  pleasure  in  what  they  know  and  feel  to  he  sin, 
and  “ keep  down  the  truth  in  unrighteousness.” 

And  should  it  be  that  anyone  of  us  is  compelled  to  say 
with  one  of  old,  “ Alas  ! my  house  is  not  so  with  God  ! ” — 
my  life  has  been  unfaithful ; my  strength  has  been  idly 
spent ; my  powers,  given  me  for  God’s  glory,  have  been 
abused  in  the  service  of  sin ; I have  let  my  “ talents  rot  or 
run  to  waste  ” — yet  the  night  is  not  quite  gone,  though  the 
day  is  at  hand ; there  is  yet  time  for  an  earnest  penitent 
soul  to  be  “ casting  off  the  works  of  darkness,  and  putting 
on  the  armour  of  light.”  Nay  ! we  must  all  do  this  as  well 
as  we  may.  We  have  all  too  many  of  these  “ works  of 
darkness”  clinging  like  filthy  rags  about  us, — evil  tempers, 
evil  habits,  evil  thoughts,  evil  desires,  which  are  utterly 
unworthy  of  the  children  of  Light,  the  “ sons  and  daughters 
of  the  Lord  Almighty.”  If,  indeed,  we  are  striving  daily 
to  cast  off  these  evil  things,  if  they  are  a burden  and  a 
grief  to  us,  if  we  bring  them  to  our  Father’s  footstool  with 
godly  sorrow,  and  seek  His  help  to  rid  our  souls  of  these 
defilements,  it  may  be  that  in  “ that  day,”  these  things, 
which  are  no  part  of  ourselves,  which  we  have  not  made  our 
own  by  secretly  indulging  in  our  hearts  the  very  sins  which 
we  confess  and  condemn  with  our  lips, — these  things,  which 
we  truly  mourn  and  hate,  may  he  consumed  and  disappear, 
burnt  up  in  the  flame  of  that  terrible  Fire,  which  is  kindled 
and  ever  burns  in  God’s  Presence  for  all  that  is  unclean  and 
unholy,  for  whatsoever  “ maketh  and  loveth  a lie.”  In  that 
case  the  purified  spirit  may  be  left,  a precious  vessel  with 
the  rust  removed,  shining  bright  and  cleansed  for  the 
Master’s  use. 

The  path  of  some,  indeed,  when  they  look  back  on  past 
years,  seems  so  chequered,  that  they  find  it  hard  to  say 
whether  on  the  whole  they  have  been  climbing  upwards  or 
not  towards  the  heavenly  city — whether  they  have  on  the 
whole  fulfilled  or  disappointed  the  purpose  of  Him,  who  has 
“ called  us  to  glory  and  virtue.”  But,  however  much  we 
may  justly  hesitate  to  decide  in  our  own  favour,  however 
much  our  hearts  may  reproach  us  for  our  own  share  in  the 
course  we  have  run,  and  may  tell  us  that  but  for  our  unfaith- 
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fulness,  we  might  have  been  ere  this  far  happier,  far  stronger, 
far  wiser,  than  we  now  are,  yet  we  are  sure  that  the  purpose 
of  God  concerning  us  is  our  salvation,  and  that  through  what- 
ever deeps  of  misery,  if  need  be,  that  purpose  will  be  accom- 
plished at  last.  To  be  “ workers  with  God  ” is  our  calling. 
Not  against  our  will,  not  even  without  it,  can  we  be  con- 
formed to  the  image  of  Christ.  For  this  the  discipline  of 
life  is  meant.  And  surely,  however  little  we  may  be  satisfied 
as  yet  with  the  result,  it  has  not  been  all  in  vain.  Some- 
thing we  all  have  learned,  by  all  that  has  passed  within  us 
and  around  us,  since  first  “ we  believed.”  Those,  who  can 
look  back  many  years,  cannot  but  confess  this. 

Many  in  earlier  life  were  struggling,  as  it  were,  through 
a twilight  land.  False  views  of  God  and  of  II is  Will,  or,  if 
not  altogether  false,  yet  sadly  distorted,  made  it  hard  for 
them  to  entertain  those  sentiments  towards  the  Supreme 
Author  of  their  being,  which  yet  they  somehow  felt  were 
due.  His  service  was  made  a weariness  to  them.  And  this 
fair  world,  to  which  the  youthful  heart  goes  out,  as  the 
Maker  meant  it  should,  was  represented  as  the  bait,  which 
an  evil  spirit  was  using  to  withdraw  them  from  the  service 
of  God.  Much  added  light  has  shone  in  Christendom  even 
within  our  own  memory  on  these  and  kindred  subjects. 
And  we  have  all  more  or  less  reason  to  acknowledge  with 
thankfulness  that  many  and  heavy  clouds  have  been  cleared 
away  for  us,  which  used  to  hang  over  the  approach  to  the 
sanctuary.  In  this  sense,  also,  we  may  say, — 

“ Our  salvation  is  nearer  than  when  we  first  believed.” 

It  was  hard  indeed  to  worship,  where  the  reverse  of  Good- 
ness, Mercy,  and  Truth  was  presented  before  the  mind’s 
eye  as  the  Object  of  adoration ; although  we  were  told  that 
His  character,  whom  we  were  bid  to  reverence,  transcended 
in  excellency  all  our  thoughts.  We  know  that  still  to  be 
true,  but  in  another  way,  even  in  this — that  the  Gospel, 
shining  out  again  in  its  own  splendor,  cleared  from  the 
falsehoods  and  traditions  with  which  human  weakness  and 
the  lapse  of  ages  had  encrusted  it,  shows  us  a Goodness,  a 
Holiness,  a Love,  too  great,  too  amazing,  for  our  limited 
comprehension.  It  is  a “ Love  that  passeth  knowledge.” 

Surely,  then,  we  have  reason  abundantly  for  throwing 
ourselves  into  God’s  work  on  earth,  for  doing  all  things  to 
His  glory,  who  has  given  us  now  so  clear  an  insight  into 
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His  own  adorable  character,  into  His  Will  concerning  us, 
into  His  purposes  towards  all  men.  More  or  less  of  our  life 
may  be  gone : but  let  no  more  be  lost.  Let  us  take  up  at 
once  our  weapons,  or  our  tools,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  go 
forward  to  the  work  that  lies  before  us,  in  His  Strength,  at 
His  Command. 

But  what  if  we  have  made  the  “things  of  darkness”  a 
part  of  our  very  selves  ? What,  if  through  long  continuance 
in  known  sin,  the  evil  has  penetrated  deeply  into  the  soul, 
the  rust  has  eaten  in,  and  spoilt  the  vessel’s  form  and 
beauty,  as  it  came  from  its  Maker’s  hands,  when  He 
fashioned  it  for  Himself,  and  meant  it  for  some  special 
service  in  the  Kingdom  of  Light?  Who  can  tell  by  what 
processes  a vessel  such  as  this  can  be  purged  of  its  impurities, 
and  made  fit,  it  may  be,  for  a place  at  last,  a lower,  less 
honourable,  place,  in  the  Great  Household?  And  what  if 
the  vessel  should  be  spoilt  altogether,  eaten  through  and 
through  with  the  canker  of  sloth  and  sensuality,  unfitted 
for  the  service  of  men  below  and  of  God  above  ? 

We  cannot  give  the  answer  to  such  questions.  God  only 
who  made  them,  who  loves  them,  knows  what  He  will  do 
with  His  creatures.  But  He  will  do  what  is  right : He 
will  do  what  is  wise  and  good : His  name  is  Love.  To  us 
our  brother-man  is  saying  in  the  text,  “ Let  us  walk  honestly 
as  in  the  day,” — honestly,  that  fs,  decently,  becomingly,  as 
befits  the  children  of  light,  as  if  the  night  were  already 
past,  and  the  light  of  “ that  day”  had  already  broken  upon 
us.  Let  us  suffer  no  “ work  of  darkness  ” to  hang  any 
longer  about  us,  no  bosom-sin  for  which  our  guilty  con- 
sciences reprove  us.  And  let  us  observe  that  “ strife  and 
envying”  are  ranked  here  with  gluttony  and  drunkenness, 
with  sins  of  uucleanness, — that  “ envy,  hatred,  malice,  and 
uncharitableness  ” are  as  abhorrent  from  the  true  spirit  of  a 
Christian,  of  a follower  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus,  as 
those  grosser  forms  of  vice,  for  which  many  a pharisee  con- 
demns his  sinful  brother,  himself  no  less  condemned  in  the 
sight  of  God.  “ But  now  ye  also  put  off  all  these,”  says 
the  apostle — 

“ anger,  wrath,  malice,  blasphemy,  filthy  communication  out  of  your  mouth.” 

And  put  on,  he  says,  “ as  the  elect  of  God,  holy  and 
beloved,” — 

“ bowels  of  mercies,  kindness,  humbleness  of  mind,  meekness,  longsufTcring.” 


171 


In  one  word,  we  must  seek  in  God's  Strength  daily  to 
“ put  on  Christ,”  to  grow  more  and  more  in  the  likeness  of 
that  bright  image  of  all  that  is  good,  which  is  set  before  us 
in  the  Gospel,  but  which  God  also  will  reveal  more  fully  to 
each  of  us,  if  our  hearts  are  pure, — will  irradiate  it  in  our 
own  inner  consciousness,  as  the  image  of  a Divine  Humanity, 
the  image  of  a true  and  pure,  loving  and  perfect,  Man. 
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